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Miſs Fanny M——, 


— 


CH AN L 


Continuation of her alliance with Sir 
Richard. He becomes enamoured 
with another girl, and takes her into 
keeping. Fanny reſents it, and leaves 
* 


HE happy ſituation we 
left Fanny in, at the end 
of the firſt volume, was 
not diſcontinued, but ra- 
ther increaſed: every thought of Sir 
Richard centered in pleaſing and di- 

Vol. II. B verting 
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verting her, and ſhe was as ſollicitous 


to make him the moſt envied man 
* earth. ; ar „ 4- 


d was now looked upon be- 
yond all the power of gold to attract. 
Captain L— viſited the knight, and 
ſaid ſoft things to his enamorata. The 
captain was handſome, and juſt come 
to an eſtate of twelve hundred a year: 
he therefore thought he had a right 
to enjoy every fine woman he ſaw, 
who was poſſeſſed, without a nooſe. 
He offered Fanny trinkets, jewels and 
money, and ſhe refuſed them. She 
was unwilling to make any miſunder- 
ſtanding between the captain and the 
knight, and foo pt the ſecret to her- 
ſelf. 


L— perſevered, and ſhe ſtill re- 
fuſed, He came to her one morn- 
ing 


ing whilſt ſhe was dreſſing, and ſhewed 
her the writings of a ſettlement of two 
hundred a year, which he was ready 
to fill up, if ſhe would quit the 
knight: her gratitude, which never 
deſerted her, ſtill made her proteſt 
againſt the offer. The captain was 
now deſperate, and endeavoured to 
force from her that which ſhe would 
not conſent to yield. He faſten- 
ed the door and threw her upon the 
bed. She ſcreamed, but without pro- 
curing aſſiſtance for ſome time: ſhe 
redoubled her noife, whilſt he redoub- 

led his efforts; but hitherto neither 
had been effectual. 


The knight returned home in this 
critical juncture, and came time 
enough to her aſſiſtance to prevent her 
being raviſhed. He immediately drew 
upon the captain, who was not in a 

B 2 very 
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very fighting. poſture ; but he ſoon 


recovered his legs and his ſword— 
and Fanny now cried out more luſtily 
than before, though her virtue was 
now quite out of danger. 


The ſervants came up and endea- 
voured to part them, when one of 
them was run through the hand, 
which was the only wound given up- 
on this occaſion. 


When the captain was retired, 
Fanny found herſelf ſo agitated with 
the danger ſhe and Sir Richard had 
been in, that ſhe ſent for a phyſician, 
who preſcribed her to loſe a little 
blood ; which, however, did not pre- 
vent her having a fever, that confined 
her to her bed for ſome days. 


Whilſt 


Whilſt Fanny was thus indiſpoſed, 
Sir Richard was ſtruck with the inno- 
cent charms of Charlotte E—, Who 
had lately been debauched by a Ger- 
man count. He took her that night 
to a tavern, and ſupped with her : 
the next day he hired a lodging for 


her. 


When our heroine began to reco- 
ver, ſhe found Sir Richard behave in 


a manner quite different from what 
he had formerly done: ſhe at firſt at- 
tributed it to the loſs of ſome of her 
charms in her illneſs ; but when ſhe 
ſtudied her glaſs, and could find no 
deficiency, her jealouſy began to be 
rouſed. However, ſhe had no ſuſ- 
picion of her rival, till ſhe went again 
in public, 


_ / 2 The 
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The firſt time ſhe. walked in the 
park, after her recovery, ſhe met Sir 
Richard with Charlotte under his arm. 
He bowed, and ſhe turned her head 
aſide. She immediately retired; and 
having conveyed away all her things 
to a lodging which ſhe took in the 
neighbourhood, ſhe wrote him the 
following letter. 


$5 I'd; 


O UR long acquaintance, and, 
11 at leaſt, on my part, affec- 
* tion, flattered me that I ſhould ne- 
ever be diſcarded in ſuch an abrupt 
* manner, for one who has no pre- 
« tenſions to beauty, gentility, or, if 
©« the world ſays true, common- 
< ſenſe. | | - 


«© This 


Miß Fanny Moms 7 


This you may conſtrue into the 
« effect of my reſentment 5 but what 
te reſentment can I bear to one who 
e is ſo much beneath it, that nothing 
e but your taking notice of her could 
« havewithdrawnher from that obſcu- 
ce rity, in which ſhe with the greateſt 
« juſtice ſhould have remained? 


« As to the lady I know her not 
c therefore can have no terms to keep 
<« with her—and as to you, this ſtep 
you have taken has put you upon 
ee the ſame footing with her. 


« You might have expected a mora- 
<« lizing or argumentative letter upon 
cc this occaſion ; but I am neither diſ- 
<< poſed for penning the one, or troub- 
ling you with the other: beſides, I 

te know of what little ſignification ar- 
gument 
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« gument is, when the mind is already 
« warped, or prejudiced in favour or 


* againſt 4 perſon. 


« All Thave to add is, you have diſ- 
tc ſolved for ever that union which 


© was between us; and that I never 
cc ſhall be more, 


_« Your humble ſervant, 
Fanny M.“ 


The knight, who was not pre-' 


pared for the receipt of this letter, 
was greatly ſhocked at its contents, as, 
notwithſtanding his preſent momen- 
tary paſſion for Charlotte, he could 
not find in his heart any of that eſteem 
for her, which forced frequent ſighs 


from him in reading the letter. Char- 


lotte, who was with him at the time, 
was very curious to know from whom 


4% 


it came; but he baffled her deſign, by 


ſaying 


Mi, Fanny M. 9 
faying it was about buſineſs, and that 
he muſt anſwer it directly, He ac- 


cordingly retired, and wrote Fanny 
the following billet: 


« My dear GIRL, 
2 O U injure both yourſelf and 


„me, to imagine I can prefer 
the girl you ſaw me with this morn- 
© ing to yourſelf: the meeting her 
was merely accidental, and my eſ- 
e corting her nothing but pure gal- 
« lantry, | 


ce J am not diſpleaſed to find that 
ce your jealouſy ſpeaks fo intelligible 
ea language, as it is the ſureſt index 
« of love; but I am ſorry to find you 
« carry your reſentment to ſuch extra- 
« yagant lengths. Moderate it, I beg 


& of you, till you receive this evening 
ec « freſh 
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ce freſh teſtimonies of the love and 


« eſteem of him, who thinks it a pe- 
ce culiar happineſs to ſubſcribe him- 
“& ſelf, 


e Your moſt devoted ſervant, 
RICHARD A— 


He accordingly waited upon her, 
but ſhe having learnt by that time 
every particular of his intrigue, and 
that he even wrote the letter from 


Charlotte's lodging, ſhe would not 
give him admittance, 


From this ill-fated hour then we 
muſt date the diſſolution of the moſt 
happy pair that ever was united : his 
pride would not let him ſubmit to 
greater condeſcenſions - beſides, he was 
actually in poſſeſſion of his new ob- 
ject.— The honey-moon of love was 

not over. Her jealouſy had already 
| made 


98 = 
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made her go too great -lengths to re- 
cant; and the freſh inſtance of the 
power of her beauty over captain 
I., induced her to believe ſhe might 
at any time command ſuch a owe 
poſal. 


She ſhone more than ever in pub- 
lic- the extreme gayety of her dreſs 
3 had become a new mark of obſerva- 
tion; her ſedan was the genteeleſt 
t about town, -and her livery was 
elegant. Thus equipped, ſhe failed 
not to be at every ſale of china and 
curioſities that ocurred; ſhe fre- 
quently bought to ſhew her taſte; 
which ſo univerſally prevailed, that 
the auctioneer always particularly 
thanked her for ſetting the lot a going; 
the price of which, as ſoon as ſhe 
_ once bid, being at leaſt immedi- 

ately 


EE Ora ALE 2 
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ately doubled. She had one morn- 


ing a conteſt with the dutcheſs of 
„ at Mr. F—d's fale, about a 


lot of china, which was at firſt ſet up 


for fifteen ſhillings ; and which after 
an hour's bidding, ſhe at length con- 


deſcended to let her grace have at 
the reaſonable price of ne 
n 5 


Thus fignalized, ſhe had many pro- 
poſals. My lord offered her 


a thouſand guineas down; Sir William 


twenty guineas for every 
night's lodging. Such conditions as 
theſe were not ſuch as ſhe intended 
approving - though, if fame ſays true, 
ſhe accepted of ſome of them for pro- 
curing immediate caſh, the want of 


which ſhe had before ſo well known. 


She began now to approach her four 
and 


* 
r 
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and twentieth year; though time had 
yet laid no violent hands upon her 
charms; but a few years more would 
have put her without the pale of a 
young woman: for this reaſon her 
cards were to be well played for 2 
proviſion for liſe; and ſhe gave out 
her reſolution of not cutting in at ano» 


ther party, . t playing for a ſet» 
tlement, . 


2 


* 
1 
1 - 
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CHAP. IT. 


N takes a houſe in y. ere 
Her new: ſcheme getting money, 
wth the nature of her Rout, and the 
manner of ber acquitting ber gaming 
aebts. Alſo the uncommon paſſion of an 
Triſh fortune-hunter ; and ber uy 


| inter vi WW with beau T—y. 


HE had long fince diſcovered, as 
well from obſervation as experi- 
ence, that a variety of lovers prejudic- 
ed a woman's conſtitution ; and that 
by rendering her cheap, the purchaſe 
of twenty did not amount to what ſhe 
might gain from one whom ſhe flat- 
tered with conſtancy, and who was 
compleatly ſmitten with her beauty. 
With . theſe prudent obſervations in 
8 her 


* 
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her head, ſhe had not ten guineas in her 
purſe, and ſhe wanted to execute her 
ſettlement ſcheme, which a general 
acceptance of lovers would have en- 


tirely deſtroyed. © © 


A new project, which ſhe intended 
as a means of advancing the firſt, was 
now in agitation. The world believed 
her rich, and ſhe had accordingly cre- 
dit : this ſhe exercifed with her uphol- 
ſterer to the extent of furniſhing a 
| houſe, which ſhe took in Weſtminſter. 
A houſe warming called together all 
her acquaintance, to whom ſhe gave 
a general invitation to a Sunday rout, 
which ſhe propoſed OP wery 
a 


She had four tables, but ſhe always 
took care to cut in at that where were 


the en men. The firſt night cards 
C 2 favoured 


— — — 
* had 


—_—__ 


"4 
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favoured her, and ſhe won a hundred | 
and fifty guineas. The next Sunday | 
ſhe was almoſt as ſucceſsful ;. but the 


third ſhe loſt above two hundred. She 


deſired Colonel B— to ſtay till the 
company was gone, and ſhe would 
pay him. He accordingly ſupped 
with her, and ſhe proved ſuch very 


good company at a tete a tetè, that he. 


greatly ſollicited her to paſs the night, 


but ſhe ſtrenuouſly refuſed, till he at 


length threw fifty guineas into her lap, 
and told her he ſhould think the debt 
of honour alſo acquitted. A ſmile now 


gave * and they retired. 


Shs continued practifing this me- 
thod of paying her gaming debts; and 
as ſhe never roſe from table without 


winning or loſing a hundred guineas,, 


at leaſt, ſhe dealt out her favours at a 
oonſidęrable rate, receiving whatever 


ſhe 


ri. p 


— 
* 
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ſhe won in caſh, and paying whatever 
ſhe loſt in the currency of love. 


She ſoon got money enough to diſ- 
charge her debt with the upholſterer, 
and to purchaſe a very handſome ſide- 
board of plate. She now gave dinners 
to her rich acquaintance, and never 
failed propoſing a patty at lanſquenet 
afterwards, Theſe tete - a= tétes 
generally turned to her advan- 
tage, aud her gueſt frequently left 
fiity pieces behind him for bis 


dinner, 


In this manner ſhe lived ſumptu- 
ouſly upon the footing of a demi- 
rep, to whom.no-man could. get accels 
but by play. A certain Irifh une 
hunter, who had a paſſion for Fanny, 
but who could make no propoſals that 
were ſufficiently advantageous, was 


C 3 charmed 
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charmed to hear upon what terms the 
admitted her gallants. He accordingly 
got introduced, and paſſing for a man 
of great fortune, ſhe- invited him to 
dinner. As uſual, cards were intro- 

duced, and he knowing how to ſhuffle: 
them to his advantage,, worr every 
time. The uſual. bond and. judgment 
took place: but as variety is very apt 
to actuatè ſome men, after having ſa- 
tiated his appetite with Fanny, he diſ- 
covered a very great penchant for her 
—watch—and actually poſſeſſed it 
do ſtrange a thing is love! 


However, this adventure made her- 
more cautious not to admit ſuch vola- 
tile lovers, with. whom a ring or a 
piece of plate might rival all her 
charms. She was more attentive to 


the general. character of her gueſts, 
with 


JJC 
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with reſpect to their fortunes and diſ— 
Fo | 


The celebrated beau T'—y was 
introduced to her as a man every 
way fit for her purpoſe; — one Who 
thought a woman was enamoured with 
him, if ſhe would accept of his money 
or trinkets. Compleatly ignorant of 
all games, he played at them all with: 


the women, becauſe it pleaſed them. 


This was the man who dined with 
her two days after her Iriſh lover had- 
committed the rape upon the index of 
time. T diſcovered a deficiency 
by her fide, and inſiſted upon her plac- 
ing his watch there, which was a-chaſ-- 
ed repeater. She; after ſome modeſt 
oppoſition, accepted of it, and began 
td entertain a very favourable opinion 
of his good- nature. 


Dinner 
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Dinner retired, cards were introduc- 
ed; but he proteſted his ignorance 
of any game; and ſhe was therefore 
to teach him — how to loſe his mo- 
ney. This ſhe effected ſo well, that 
he left ſeventy-five pieces (which were 


all his purſe contained at his entrance) 
behind him. 


He flattered himſelf, however, that 


this loſs would be compenſated by her 


favours; but here he was miſtaken. 
He ſhould have won as much, and re- 
imburſed her, to have obtained this. 


He was not convinced of his miſ- 
take, but returned next day to the 
party with his pockets better lined ;. 
imagining that two hundred guineas, 
either loſt or made a preſent of, were 
ſufficient 


4 WW Q--3 Wt 
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ſafficient to purchaſe a night's indul- 


gence. 


Ignorant of, and unattentive to the | 
play, he repeated more amply the 
part he acted the day before - and ſhe 


was ſtill inexorable. 


This fortitude and reſerve on her 
part, gave a more rapid agitation to 
his paſſions—he borrowed a thouſand, 
and came with it the day after, He 
offered it her as a preſent, and ſhe re- 
fuſed it. She propoſed cards, and he 
could. not refuſe her.— He was ftript 
in two hours, 


Out of mere compaſſion ſhe gave 
him a night's lodging, which he had 
now given up all hopes of; and he 
endeavoured to be the happieſt man- 
upon earth, His ill-ſucceſs in love 
was as great as at play—in the firſt, 

its 


it's true, ſhe took all advantages, bor 
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in the latter ſhe gave him all imagin- 


| able opportunities, and yet he failed. 


She was curious to know the hiſtory 
of a man, who had made fo much 
noiſe in the gay world, and was glad 
of an opportunity of having it from 
himſelf. — He accordingly favoured 
her with it the next morning at break- 
faſt. 5 | 
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CHAP. III. 


Containing the adventures of beau 


- | T—y, from bis cum mouth. 

ad 

m Y grandfather, ſaid he, was 

d c the famous J—e.T——y, who 
* increaſed his fortune from an eaſy to 


© an affluent one, which he left my 

f * father in poſteſſion of. Though he 

lived elegantly, he did not much 
© out-run his income, and the only 
incumbrance he left upon his eſtate, 
© was a mortgage of ten thouſand 
* pounds, 


] was early trained up to ſtudy, 
and had a private tutor, a clergyman, 
© to teach me the languages. Nor were 
« theſe inſtructions thrown away upon 
© me, for 1 made ſome advances to- 

« wards 
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©* wards polite literature, having read 
* the beſt Latin and Engliſh authors 
ere I was fifteen: but French and 
© the polite exerciſes were not beſtowed 
© on me. I was twenty before I learnt 
© to make a bow according to rule; 
and to this very. hour I know no- 
© thing of fencing, or riding the great 
* horſe. 


With theſe n and 
the deficiency of others, I made my 
appearance in the world about my 
one and twentieth year. Soon after 
© which my father died, and left me in 
* poſſeſſion of fifteen hundred a year, 


clear of all incumbrances. 


Fame multiplies all eſtates, and 
mine was three thouſand a year by 
© report. 1 was ſoon beſet by certain 
* polite men, who are ſo good- natured 

© as 
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das to inſtruct a young fellow in the 
© ways of the town, when he firſt 
comes upon it. They were always 
in the ſame box at the play, or the 
© opera—had their coach ready, with 
* a vacancy for me at Ranelagh—and 
© were never without their horns to 
give me a found at Vauxhall. 


© I at firſt imagined that theſe were 

© no other than polite people, whole 
c only deſign was mutual ſociety ; and 
© as ſuch I entertained ſome eſteem ſor 
them; but when I ſoon after diſco- 
; vered that their real intent was to 
fleece me of my fortune, I avoided 
them with the greateſt aſſiduity.— 
© They had begun to play the firſt part 
© of their game upon me, which was 
to let me win ſome of their money, 
in order that I might bleed more 
freely; but they were all that, be- 
Vo“. II. D ſides 
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©'{fides the expences they had incurred 
© upon my account out of pocket; for 
] juſt then found out their intent, and 
© as readily avoided theirſnares. What 
produced this diſcovery was a letter 
* a tavern waiter gave me through 
© miſtake, wrote from one of theſe 
* well-bred men to another: the ſub- 
« ſtance of it was, © That as I had 
% won about twenty pounds of their 
money, and I ſeemed quite ſatisfied 
« with their conduct and behaviour, 
« it was time to begin with me; that 
the perſon to whom this letter was 
directed was to be my partner, and 


« ſhuffle all the trumps to our adver- 


« faries—that it would be neceſſary to 
« fink deep the firſt night two or 
cc three thouſand at leaſt ; and that if I 
<« wanted to borrow the money upon 
mortgage, they might make a dou- 
ble 
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« ble advantage of it through Mr. 


— 


From this time I reſolved to aſſo- 
ciate with no men who played for 
© more than their paſtime. Lwas here- 
by frequently excluded from ſome of 
the beſt company; but I thought I 
* was more than compenſated for this 
© loſs, by being certain of not being 
© cheated, However, the women fre- 
« quently allured me into parties, at 
« play ; but as I looked upon the mo- 
« ney I loſt with them as a preſent, I 
vas never much diſſatisfied with my 
© il] luck with the ladies.” 


© I was now ſought after by perſons 
© of a different turn, who had ſtill their 
* own intereſt at the bottom of their 
« friendſhip. Mrs. always, ſent 
me cards for her rout, and indulged 
E D 2 © me 


28 Memoirs of the celebrated 


me ſo far as to make a crown table, 
© on purpoſe that I might not play for 
© more than I liked. This condeſcen- 
* fton plainly proved that it was not 
my money they immediately aimed 
at though I ſoon after diſcovered 
© that Miſs Betſey, her youngeſt daugh- 
ter, had formed pretenſions upon my 
* fortune in et of my wife. 
The match was propofed, and I 
* was to give an anſwer in a fortnight. 
The time elapſed without any eclair- 
ciſſement on my part] received no 
more cards for the rout- the crown 
table was knocked o' the head, and 
J was declared a poor weak man, 
* that could not muſter up reſolution 
to declare my ſentiments, but kept 
: Fun: dangling with my addreſſes till 
ey loſt more e favourable opportuni- 
US: 
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ties: whereas I had never thought 
© of Betſey as a wife; or ever ſaid a 
* civil thing to her as a miſtreſs.” 


From theſe hands I was played 
© intothoſe of a profeſſed matchmaker. 
© Lady rallied me upon my 
« ſhyneſs to the ſex ; telling me 
* my family, perſon; and fortune 
might command any heireſs in Eng- 
* Jand—that I ſhould confider how 
© necefſary it was to marry in time, 
©.and inſure heirs to fo fine an eſtate. 
© L agreed to the greateſt part of what 
© ſhe. faid ; and ſhe hinted to me, 
* ſhe had a young lady in her eye that 
« would ſuit me to a tittle—a forty 
* thouſand pounder; ſeventeen, hand- 
* ſome, well bred, and of a good 
family: the bait was alluring, and 
I was introduced. —The girl was 


© handſome ; ſhe was genteel, and ſhe 


D 3 . was 
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< ſhe was well behaved The match: 1 | 

went ſwimmingly on, and the day if 

was appointed. for the nuptials— i 

© Unfortunately I enquired after | 

© the rent roll, and none could” be 
© produced—one was prepared the? | 


next day, but there was no ſuch- | 
« eſtate. 


Here then terminated my: wed- 
ding. — Lady — was fifty pounds. 
© out of pocket for cloaths and trinkets, 
* which ſhe had furniſhed my intended. | 
* {pouſe, and for which ſhe was to re- 
* ccive five hundred pounds, the pro- 
< duce of her pin money. 


IS 


—— — 


Her 


© Soon after E was at Richmond 
© aflembly, where was the. aimable 
« Miſs I-: I was introduced. to 
dance with her, and every time I 
touched her hand, it conveyed freſh» 


« ſenſation 
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ſenſation to my heart through a. 
© kind of natural impulſe, I ſqueezed. 
© it, and ſhe ſeemed not diflatisfied. 
© Such encouragement prompted: me 
© to be polite the next day, and I en- 
* quired after her health—I break- 
< faſted with her, and the charms of 
© the night before (which I thought 
might be partly attributed to candle- 
< light) were ſtill greater in the blaze 
© of day. 


J thought to have opened my 
mind to her at this interview; but 
* my heart miſgave me, and I re- 
tired without having made any 
* other declaration of love, but ſuch 


das a few involuntary ſighs teſti- 
< fied, 


© ] wrote to her father, and in- 
formed him of my inclination for his 


daughter, 
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0 daughter, with ſuch propoſals as 1 
thought agreeable. He anſwered 
my letter, and ſeemed no wiſe diſſa- 
© tisfied with it; ſaying, his conſent 
© would follow that of his daughter. 
© $o fair a challenge for declaring my 
© paſſion to her could not be de- 
© clined, and I went fully reſolved to 
* unburthen my mind to > the fair So- 


phia. 


© Whilſt I wrapped at the door, my 
© heart beat time to the knocker, and 
* afterwards to the ſervant's feet who 
came to give me entrance; whilſt I 
| © frequently prayed within myſelf that 
* ſhe might be out, or not viſible; but 
to my infurmountable embarraſſment 
* ſhe was within, and I was conducted 
to her. I had forgot every one of 
my ſet ſpeeches, which I had been 
, 7 all the morning to get by 
; C heart; 
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© heart; and for the firſt quarter of an 
© hour could find, in ſpite of all my 


© efforts to be lively, nothing but the 
weather to ſpeak of. 


At length, however, I thought I 

* had recovered myſelf, and began one 
* of my ſet ſpeeches; © Madam, I 
e ſuppoſe your father has informed 
ce you I took the liberty to write to 
« him.” „No Sir, (replied the fair, 
<« purpoſely to diſconcert me) he very 
« ſeldom acquaints me either with 
„ the receipt or the contents of 
« his letters.” © Yes, madam, re- 
turned I, but this related to your- 
« ſelf.“ J am furprized, Sir, faid 
*« the then, that you did not write di- 
« rectly to me, fince it was cruel to 
* acquaint a third perſon with my 
« faults.” Vour perfections, madam, 
« and not your faults were the ſub- 
. a ject 
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ce. ject of that letter. « And how | 


* do you think then, Sir, my father 


« would acquaint me with it, fince I 


<« dare fay he thinks me too vain al- 1 


<« ready.” Indeed, madam, replied : 


e I, if ſo poor a conqueſt as me eould F 


« increaſe your vanity, there might be 


© reaſon to dread its accumulation.” 
] thought I had now given a home 
« ſtroke; but ſhe inſtead of mas) 


© any notice of what I ſaid, as ſoon as | 


the word conqueſt was uttered, be- ö 
gan to ſing an Italian air, and aſked | 


me if I thought the Fraſi ſuperior } 


« to the Galli in that? 


J anſwered, I was no judge 
of muſic, but that Fraſi's voice | 


© had always pleaſed me ED 
© Gall!'s, 


« Aﬀter 


0 
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* After ſo compleat a diverſion, I 
© could not find in me any diſpoſition 
© to rally my forces, and all the reſt 
© of my troop of ſet-ſpeeches were 
immediately diſbanded. A little ge- 
© neral diſcourſe finiſhed the viſit, and 
« I retired, heartily diſconcerted at my 
© firſt repulſe. 


CHAT 
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Continuation of *benu T—y's adven- 
tures; containing ſome curious and 
fleaſaut anecdotes of his life. J 


* 


H Namoured as I was with th 
beautiful coquette, I was far 
from being diſpoſed to repeat my 
viſit, or renew my ſuit. I ſtroled 
* with a friend to Vauxhall; where 
having given great attention to the 
women's faces, and very little to the 
muſic, the celebrated Signora C- m- 
epi- ni entered; all male eyes were at 
once fixed upon her, and out of tri- 
* umph my friend, who was acquaint- 
ed with her, immediately joined her. 
The common muſic was pretty near 

{ © finiſhed now; Lowe had begun the 
© trig, and the horns were preparing 
* tor 


* 


© an after concert. We retired into a 


« ſcat and partoek of the beſt repaſt 
© the gardens afforded ; great ſpright- 
0 lineſs and gogd-nature on the part 
© of the lady and her companion, and 
2 thorough diſpoſition to bepleaſedon 
ours, gave ſuch a reliſh to the con- 
« verſation,, that every one ſeemed de- 

* firpus to defer breaking up at three 
in the morning but the dampneſs 
of the evening putting in its plea, * 
vailed upon us to retire. 


* « This fiſt 3 interview with Signora, 
+ was ſoon after repeated, and I diſco- 
vered ſhe had no objection to indulg- 
c ing her ſoft.defir es, though ſhe was 
: actually kept by a foreign nobleman. 
c As a token of my regard for her, I 

« preſented her with a very elegant ſo- 

« itaire, and a very handſome repeater 

f Was the matk of her eſteem. 


Tal, EF © aw 
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There was very little ceremony 
© uſed after this, before ' we conſum- 

mated without eccleſiaſtical aid; and 
I now thought myſelf the happieſt 
man in the world. An unlucky ac- 
cident put a period to my felicity. 
© I was in bed withSignora, when her 
« keeper returning from a public place, 
where he remained late, unexpect- 
* edly viſited his Dulcinea. As foon as 
© the rap at the door notified his arri- 
© val, I made the beſt of the way out 
© of the room with my cloaths 1 in my 
hand, being told there was a bed 


© ready for me in the two pair of ſtairs 


© backwards, whither 'I accordingly 


© repaired, and almoſt immediately 


c went to ſleep. When I awoke the | 
« firſt time, beginning to ſtretch my- 
« ſelf, I found ſomething in bed with 


© me; Which, before 1 Fecolledtid, 2 
q imagined | 


> = 
* 
mW N 2 
2 
— 
* 
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imagined was Signora; but when 


Lohrer to careſs it, 1 found it 


Was cold and lifeleſs, which tercified 
me ſo that J jumped out of bed, 
and in my fright tumbled from the 
top to the bottom of the ſtairs. This 
© noiſe at four in the morning could 
not fail alarming the houſe, and both 
Signora and her love aroſe to know 
* what was the cauſe. As ſoon as lights 
„came, I was, found almoſt ſpeech- 
* els in the entry, when my inhuman 
* enamorato ordered me to be kicked 
into the ſtreet, and my cloaths thrown 
after me, paſſing me off for one of 
© her domeſtics, whoſe inſolence the 
5 thus.) chaſtiſed for e * 
: houſe. . | 


I Iſent for one of the ſervants the 
© next day, to inform me of the reaſon 
<of putting me into bed with a dead 


+; E 2 * perſon; 
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* perſon; when I was acquainted l had 
miſtaken the room, this being that 


of a ſervant who died the day before, 


and was in bed; and Ing Signora | 
* was ſo diſguſted at my pufillani- g 
* mity; ſhe never n . to me f 


a IOL $844 t 


* 
* 1004 , AL 4+ 


© The next Ro at Ranclagh, the 

* accordingly dropped the ſolitaire I 
gave her at my fact, and I returned 
5 "Wh watch „Va aner Al aul. 


pf Thus ieee agree 
© able, and at the ſame time moſt ter- 
© rifie intrigue J ever had in my life, 
« and which had nearly been _ 


« chaſed at its price. 


My next acquaintance in the fe- 


© male world was with Miſs Diam-nd: 


© ſhe was tall, well made, and hand- 
— — <« ſome ; 
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© ſome; juſt in her prime, at the ſum- 
mit of her pride and extravagance.' 
J made ſome propoſals for keeping 
her; but the with diſdain refuſed 
© five guineas a week, telling me, 
« they would not pay for her ſhoes.” 
This gave me the alarm, and I found 
© I ſhould only add to the number of 
young ellos the had — 


„The gap theyolatile Mis 1. 
9 ä my eye at Tuanbridge.— I 
* ogled, I ſonneted her ſlie anſwered 
to both: but ſo complete a coquette 
© the was, that all her reſponſes. were 
© riddles there was no unravelling 
* her meaning; and ſne triumphed in 
© one's diſorder. She was already a 
demi: rep, and the world pronounced 
her eaſy of acceſs ; but far different 
I found her; after dangling with her 
„n public places for four months; 

- E 3 { from 
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from Tunbridge to Scarborough, 
© from Scarborough to Bath, and from 
© there to London, Ewas confiderably* 8 
© ont of pocket, without being a * 2 
*nearer AY g- her, 3 
K 


In this career I made aequaint- I 
© ance: with another female, the beau- 
* tiful Miſs. T=—— :. her mamma eſ- | 
* corted her to all public places, and 
* governante-like pronounced every 
* ſentence the daughter was to utter. 
+ Miſs faw through her mother's eyes, 
heard through her ears, thoughtwitlr | 
her head, and ſpoke with her tongue. 
< Double: ſenſes and capacities were 
© thrown. away: upon them, for they 
« uſed but one ſet between them. I 
poke to her of the tender paſſion, 
and her mamma chid me for men- 
tioning ſuch things to them: I com- 

plimented her — her eyes and 
her 
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t her complexion her mamma an- 
ſwered me, they did not like to be 
« flattered to their faces. There was 
© no making a ſingle compliment to 


} 8 < mifs, but the mamma partook of it, 


X < whilft miſs appeared quite unmov- 
ed. Such an acquaintance could not 
- © laſt long, it was fo difficult to keep it 
- FF * vpintelligibly; and mamma and miſs 
d: FF © took their leave of us at Bath, to meet 
y | 6 1 at _ hot-well at n 
* 


80 many enen wid fuck 
* a deal of good breeding quite diſ- 
* guſted me with modeſt women, and 
© I returned to London fully reſolved 
to have no further acquaintance with 
© them. I entirely devoted myſelf to 
* pleaſure, without either gallantry or 
© intrigue; but ſoon found by my ſur- 
*,geon's bills, that I ſhould: be greatly 
out of pocket both in caſh and 
. con 
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my ſtrength, and began to go abroad, 
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© conſtitution by theſe. indi ſcrien] inte 1 


amours. An 
.—< TX 
| 1 


After a ſevere . of phyſic, to. | \ 
© cure an obſtinate diſorder accumu- 
© lated. in the laſt campaign of love, 1 
* prudently determined to take a wo- 
man into keeping, and have no other, 
amorous connections: but how vain | 
are our reſolves where the ſex is con- 


* cerned ? No ſooner had I regained 


© but all my plan was diſconcerted by | 
the moſt extraordinary accident that | 
could happen. Here he made a 
long pauſe, and defired a_ glaſs of 
wine to recover his ſpirits, for relat- 
ing this part of his adventures. The 
reader may alſo proſit of this inter- 
vention, if he is any ways out of 
breath, as we ſhall here put an . 
to * uin 118 
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17 Je uncommon acci dent which happend 
10 beau T—y, with its conſequences. 
His marriage, ew: A ad 
Paris.” RS 00-7 "1 


'f 


1 AF TER he | hatdranktwohilFpine 


bumpers of Champaign, which 
diſpelled a few involuntary fighs; he 
ſaid; he believed he had regained 
courage enough to take the field, 
and . eee F 


z 


8 Paſſing through. the Wks one 
c pleaſaitt evening with a friend, witlr 
* whom I was deſtined to Marybone- 
* gardens, about the middle of the 
mall a young girl pafled by me, 
Vhoſe innocent charms ſtruck me 


in ſuch — a> Lhe) SgnarRON 


© ſenſible 
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1 © ſenſible of before. For ſome mi- 
* nutes I remained, motionleſs as a 
by « ſtatue; then, without taking any | | 

[. © kind of leave of my friend, turned 
[7 and purſued the female. When 1 ; 
| © approached her, I recovered mylelf | 
. « ſufficiently to take an exact ſurvey | 
© of her dreſs and appearance, which L 
* was that of a ſervant maid, in a clean | 
© linnen gown, without any affectation 
in the cock of a ſtraw hat, which | 
would have ill- ſuited her coloured 
© handkerchief * ba πt 


« Theſe a . me ach 
an eaſy conqueſit—and I addreſſed 
her with all the conviction of ſucceſs 
* of a profeſſed rake ;— but when ſhe 
turned her face, my blood was anew 
ſtagnated, and ſhe inſpired me with 
« ſuch awful reverence, that notwith- 
8 n the meaneſs of her dreſs, I 

0 «© recalled 
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© <« recalled: the boldneſs of my firſt 
= © ſpeech, and complimented her in 

ſuch terms as the moſt virtuous wo- 
man of faſhion could not have been 
© offended at. She anſwered with all 
the native innocence of a country 
© maid, which more enhanced her 
© charms, 


I eſcorted her twice round the 
park, without having yet propoſed 
any place of retreat: indeed I dread- 
ed a frown from her, more than ever 
(© I feared all the power of womankind 
before, It now grew dark, and in 
proportion asher charms became in- 
viſible, I gained courage. I now firſt 
mentioned going to ſit an hour, where 
* we might conveniently interchange 
* our thoughts; but ſhe ſtartled at the 
very firſt hint, and it was with much 
„difficulty I could prevail upon her 
led al, to 
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© to ſtay any longer with me. How q 


© ever, upon condition I would ſay no 
more with reſpect togomg any where, I 
© ſhe conſented to ſtay half an hour 
longer with me. That unexpected 
© boon gave me more real felicity than 
all the enjoyment I had ever — of 


© the whole ſex. 


by 
This half hour was prolonged till 
© the park gates were ſhut, and 9 9 ö 
was very uneaſy to be at home. 
© told her I would accompany - c 
there; but ſhe ſeemed greatly diſ· * 
© concerted at this. I ſwore that if ſhe « 
vent to the moſt diſtant corner of 
© the world I would' follow her, and 
8 that no power upon earth ſhould di 
© unite me from her. When hl © 
found I was reſolved, ſhe conſent ed, 
to my ſeeing her home, making greaſ ** 
© _*© apologies Fora the meaneſs of - hes 
habitation 
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© habitation, and the reception Lihoukd 


* meet with. 


99 © Theſe apologies 1 looked upon as 
of courſe, imagining ſhe might be 
the daughter of ſome decent tradeſ- 
man ;—but what was my ſurpriſe at 
© her knocking at the door of a houſe 
© propt on every fide, though half- 
fallen, in Orchard- ſtreet, Weſtmin- 
ſter ? It could be only equalled by 
my aſtoniſhment at the furniture and 
< accommodations within—or at hear- 
© ing a chairman, whohadoften carried 
45 me, call her fiſter. 


My ideas of her wad and ele- 
gance were ſo magnified by my paſ- 
ſion, that I could eaſily have been 
prevailed upon to have believed her 
* ſome woman of faſhion in diſguiſe; 
' and that even the meaneſs of her 


5 lodging 


—— 
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* lodging was an additional decep- 


„tion. 


Vet when I diſcovered that her 
mother really was a watherwoman, - 
that ſhe ſold butter and eggs about the 
* ſtreets, and that her brother was a 
* charman—my pride was no way 
* mortified—ſo compleatly had my 
l N ſurmounted it. 


8 * Inowimagined thatbribery with the. 
mother would effect that, which the 
« daughter ſeemed ſo averſe to conſent 
„to. With this view I ſent for gin 
and porter to the amount of five or 
* {ix ſhillings, and made the mother 
and brother compleatly drunk; and 
indeed got very near ſo myſelf, not 
* being accuſtomed to thoſe liquors ; 
but the daughter was upon her wens 
5 and drank nothing. 


They 
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They gave me the beſt bed for 


the night, which ſwarmed with bugs 


and fleas, to the no ſmall mortifica- 
© tion of my fleſh. The next day I 
© took the mother aſide in the abſence 


© of the brother, and offered her two 


© hundred pounds, if the would pro- 
cure me her danghter. The old 
« woman- ſeemed greatly tranſported 
© with the propoſal; ſaying, I ſeem- 
« ed a very honeſt gentleman, and: ſhe 
would dare ſay I would not uſe: hee 
daughter ill; and that if I would 
« ſtay till night, ſhe: warranted ſhe 


would put me to bed to her.” 


_ Tnoy flattered myſelf that I had 


nothing but. penance to do in 


© that ſtye for the day, to reap the 


t 5 of my labour. But when 
a © night 
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« night came, and the mother had re- 
© vealed the ſecret to her daughter, the 
© lovely girl ſwooned—and I was fep- 


b ſibly touched at having been the 
” cauſe of her diſorder, When ſhe 
came to herſelf, the tald me in a 
faultering voice, That the autho- 


« rityof parents, however great, ſhould 
« never force her to proſtitute herſelf 
for hire—that ſhe would ſooner 


continue to earn her bread in that 
mean, laborious, but boneſt way, 


« than be the miſtreſs to an em- 


| 10 peror. 


#3 34 4 t 


Dt © Such noble nels" gave me A 


« ſenfible fatisfattion, and 1 greatly 
c ſympathiſed i in her heroiſm. From 
this moment! began to conſider her 
5 miſplaced by nature in that low 
© ſphere, and that ſhe was no way re- 


bs _* lated to her parents by ſentiment, 


9 ) 6 © which 


c. 
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© which is the moſt cementing. kind- 


« dred. 


When I had thus meditatingly 
© emerged her from her groveling 
« ſtate, and thought Her equal to 
© any: woman, it is not ſurpriſing that 
I ſhould conſider her as fit to be my 
„wife. 


However, a variety of thoughts 
and reflections, with alltheir various 
conſequences, ſorced themſelves up- 
von me— What wilF the world ſay? 
© T—y married to an eyg girl Silly- 
© coxcomb ! How will' my rivals tri-- 
©umph, and the women ridicule !* 


Was it for this he dreft more gay 


than any young fellow ?: Shone in all: 
public places the meteorof the men ?: 
*contemned the toaſts—deſpiſed the- 
F 3 -ſex,, 
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' ſex, and thought no woman fit * 
* be his wife ? 


+ {© But: then my paſſion argued the 
b ts woman my heart was, e'er ri- 
* vetted ta without the charms of 
dreſs, or any artful lure, compleatly 
* conquered : plain nature and real 
« ſimplicity the only victors! Is it my 
6 happineſs, or the world's I am to 
* ſtudy ? Surely mine. Why then 
* ſhould J heſitate ! 


Such yyas the confſict; but it was 
ſoon over. Paſſion, as, uſual, con- 
: quered reaſon. I immediately told 
her I was reſolyed to make her my 
wife. She at firſt ſeemed ſurprized, 
and then told me to conſider what I 
was about ; how great was the dif- 
ference between her ſituation and 


mine. 8. told her I had conſidered 
8. it. 
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it all, and I found I could not be 
0 happy * her. 


c A _ was now called, and I 
© went out of her mother s houſe for 
« the firſt time in four days. The mo- 
© ther and'brother, (without his chair- 
man's coat). my intended bride and 
* myſelf, got in, and drove down Clar- 
ges- ſtreet to Mr. Keith's, Nee 
| * were united in holy wedlock. 


© We conſummated that night at 
Y my  chambers,. and we ſet out 
the next morning; for Paris, for I 
found it was impoſſible to bear the 
* ridicule of my_ acquaintance, Wbo· 
* had already got ſome rr ge of | 
* the air. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Containing his journey to Paris, and ; 
adventures there, 7001 th bis conduct ; 
to bis wife ; the manner of diſpoſing Þ 
of ber, and bis return to W 


W E W gly departed ol y 
in the morning in a poſt chaiſe 


for Southampton, as I did not chuſe 
to go the direct road, for fear of 
meeting ſome of my acquaintances 
returning from where we were 
bound to. 


The journey to this place was 
© agreeable, and my wife ſeemed tho- 
roughly ſatisfied with our intended 
© jaunt, though ſhe had at firſt teſti- 
_©-fied ſome. uneaſineſs at its precipi- 


©tancy» 
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tancy. We hired a veſſel to carry 


us to Dieppe, where we arrived four 


days after, in a fine country its true, 
but where the ruſticity and barba- 
© rous manners of the people greatly 


© aſtoniſhed us. The women did the 


* moſt laborious work, ſuch as drag- 


: ging of carts loaded, and even ſerv- 


« ing for cattle in ploughing the land. 
This, added to the clay cabbins they 


x. lived in, the black bread they, eat, 
* coarſe clothes and wooden ſhoes they 


* wore, gave us a very indifferent idea 


of the French in general, 


He Sad we ad oy jour- 
© ney, and arrived at Paris in a couple 


of days, when the ſplendor and mag- 


* nificence of that metropolis, as much 


« ſurprized us, as the poverty 55 


6. drudgery of the provincials, V. 
were ſoon accommodated with an 
elegant 


— 


* 5 
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elegant hotel, and my lord Anglois, 
* which is the common title of all Eng. 
* liſh gentlemen who reſide there, was ) 
* liberally beſtowed upon me. 


We ſaw all the ſpectacles, palaces 
and hunts in a few days; and though 
little acquainted with the language, 
© ] ſoon found that no man of taſte, 
© or what they call honete homme; 
© lived with his wife, I had juſt ac- 

* quired a ſufficient ſhare of F rench 

* oallantry to heartily deſpiſe mine, 
. and immediately took an opera dan- 
cer into keeping. I complained to 
her of the want of taſte and elegance 
in my wife, in telling her the faux 
pas I had made. She readily point- 
ed out to me a method of getting rid 
© of her, which was that of ſhutting 
her up in a convent for life. The 


hint was not thrown away upon me, 
bus 


Mr 5 Fanny M 


© but I reſolved to paſs one = with 
< her before I entirely gave her up, 


WJ «which 1 accordingly did, and the 


© next day ſhe was packed off to a 
* nunnery. 


I had not till then diſcovered that 


* my opera dancer had played me 


* falſe, and conferred a favour on me, 


* which I could have very well 
« diſpenſed with. I was in hopes, 
© however, I had not injured my wife; 


but the ſequel proved the contrary. 


I ſoon after returned to England, 
* and endeavoured to paſs upon the 
* world my marriage only as an affair 
of gallantry; but the ſecret got wind, 
* and her relations found means to get 
her claimed as an Engliſh ſubject; 


and the accordingly returned much 
Ne by the 6 17 I had given 
| % alen, 
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© her, not knowing what ailed 6. 


and taking no remedies till it Was 
s very far gone. | 


© She was greatly piqued at my be- 
* haviour to her, and threatened to. ſue 
© for a ſeparate maintenance: how- 
© ever, we compromiſed the matter, 
©and I now allow her a couple of 
© hundred a year for her ſupport. 


This is that difagreeable ſtory of 
muy marriage, which has precipitated 
* me ever ſince into one continued ſe- 
ties of incontinence and debauchery, 
* to avoid reflexion, which ſo plainly 
« points out to me tny folly and incon- 
« fiderateneſs ; and it has tinctured all 
the reſt of my life with a ſeeming. 


* phrenzy, or abſence, upon moſt oc- 
caſions. 


. 


The 


Miſs Fanny Mos: 73 
. © The firſt ſtep I took after my re- 


turn to England, was to take a girl 
© into keeping, in order to ſtifle, if I 
© could, all thoughts of my wife. 
Charlotte H---2s was the girl whom 
© I pitched upon, without either beau- 
© ty, wit, or elegance; with no other 
recommendations but good-nature, 


and a diſpoſition to "Ow a * 
* ous man. 


* She ſet the example to girls of the 

* town to keep their chariots, and very 
* kindly run me in debt about five 
* hundred pounds for clothes and 
* trinkets in leſs than three months. 
© I was heartily diſpleaſed at this extra- 
{ vagance, and began to repine at my 
ill uſage to my wife, who was 
* ſo much ſuperior to Charlotte in 
© beauty, and who defired no other 
L clothes than ſuch as were cheap and 
G decent, 
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decent. But our union was diſſolv- 
© ed, and it was in vain lamenting.— 
I paid theſe firſt demands, but threat- 
ned to turn her off if ſhe made ſuch 
* ample uſe of my credit again, My 
© menaces availed nothing, and her 
bills became as enormous within 
the ſame period. Here then was 
my firſt breach with Charlotte ---- ; 
© but ſhe knew my foible, I could not 
ſee a woman I had a regard for in 
« diſtreſe.---She was arreſted, and I 
© paid the debt. 


shebegan now to triumph over my 
* weakneſs, and ridicule my good- na- 
© ture: ſhepiqued herſelf upon my being 
© her dupe; and ſhe took care to let the 
* world know it. She now threw off 
© all reſerve, ſupped at the tavern with 
* the man ſhe liked, and ſcored the 
* reckqning to my account. I had bills 


© of 
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73 
© of twenty and thirty pounds at every 
« tayern near Covent- garden; ſome of 
* which I had not been in for months, 
and where I always paid ready mo- 
* NEY. 


This exaſperated me, and I never 
* ſpoke to her again. I declared per- 
petual war againſt the whole ſex, 
*and I reſolved to look upon, and 
© make uſe of, no woman but as a 
convenience. 


This reſolution, which I perſevered 
© in for ſome time, was not ſo expenſive 
to my pocket as my conſtitution : 
for I found women at half a crown, 
were juſt as uſeful as thoſe at five 
* guineas; and that they could be as 
* amply poſſeſſed at one's chambers as 
* at a bagnio : but I frequently found 


* I had more than I bargained for, 
G 2 © which 
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© which, added to ſuch exceſſive vari- 
* ety, would in the end terminate 
pretty near impotence. Yet the 
© bait was alluring---the intrigue was 
cheap and ſenſual, two very great re- 
* commendations to me at this time, 
* when I began to know the value of 
money, and diſcover a diminution of 
power. 


By this penurious gallantry I got 
* the ill will of all women of any 
figure, either modeſt or whores, If 
© I ſpoke to them, they told me I was 
not for their turn---they did not go 
* at half a crown. ---I was ſatisfied, 
and thought ĩt more than their worth. 


In a word, madam, till I was 
© ſtruck with the force of your charms, 
© all women-kind was indifterent to 
© me.---You know what lengths I 

went 
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went to poſſeſs you, which I could 


> I © hardly effect, fo that all compliments 
are ſuperfluous. 


Here he ended his narrative, and 
after dinner his viſit, being thorough- 


ineffectual attempts towards enjoy- 
ing Fanny, at the ſmall price of one 


thouſand e and ſeventy- 
five pounds, 


to G 3 CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 
Funny journey into Yorkſhire ; 
courted by a gentleman : a diſcovery 
_ obo be is, wi th ſome anecdotes of : 


bim. 


ANN Y had now gleaned toge- 
ther by her new gaming ſchemes 
to the amount of between four and 
five thouſand pounds, beſides a well 
furniſhed houſe, and an elegant ſide- 
board of plate. The ſummer advanc- 
ed, and the polite people retired from 
the metropolis ; her rout was of courſe 
diſcontinued, and her buſineſs in Lon- 
don was therefore at an end. She re- 
ſolved upon a retreat into the coun- 
try, to relax from the toils of houſe- 
keeping, and the noiſe and nonſenſe 
of fops and coxcombs, 


She 
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She had a female relation who liv- 
ed reputably in Yorkſhire, and it was 
to her houſe ſhe reſolved upon going. 
After ſhe had paſſed ſome time there, 
ſhe found in herſelf a great diſpoſition 
for viſiting the city of York ; where 
were balls and concerts, and of courſe 
gay company. She accordingly went 
there, and the firſt night of the afſem- 
bly was taken out to dance by a gen- 
tleman, handſome in his perſon, and 
gentee] in his addreſs. The next 
morning he came to enquire after her 
health, and prevailed upon her to go 
to the concert that night, for which 
he had provided himſelf with tickets. 


The acquaintance he kept up with 
great aſſiduity, and he eſcorted her 
every where at York, He went by 
the name of — Davis, efq; and ſhe; be- 


gan 
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gan to receive the compliments of the 
ladies upon being united to him in 
wedlock. To be ingenuous, ſhe now 
began to entertain ſome thoughts of 
him as a huſband, and he made over- 
tures in order to arrive at that cha- 
racter. She avoided making any de- 
cifive anſwer 'tillſuch time as ſhe was 
thoroughly ſatisfied who he was. Her 
return to London now approached, 
and Mr. Davis, with his uſual gallan- 
try, infiſteds upon waiting of her, 
which he acccrdingly did. Unfor- 
tunately as he came over Hampſtead- 
heath, he was ſtopt, and taken up 
for a highway robbery, and Fanny 
then diſcovered his hiſtory. . 


It appeared he was no other than 
the very famous Mr. Maclean, who 
had ſupported himſelf for four or five 
years in quality of a gentleman, by 

| contributions 
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contributions he raiſed upon the road, 
He was peculiarly extravagant in his 
dreſs, which was rather tawdry than 
genteel, but which never fails to catch 
the eyes of the women, who have not 
had experience enough to form pro- 
per opinions of men. By this means 
every girl who danced with him at a 
country aſſembly or hop, thought her- 
{elf greatly honoured by having fo fine 
a gentleman for her partner : and if he 
happened to ſay a tender thing to her, 
ſhe immediately imagined ſhe had 
made a conqueſt of a man of conſider- 


able fortune. 


He had been married ever ſince he 
was eighteen ; ſoon after which he ſet 
up a grocer-chandler-ſhop near Ca- 
vendiſh-ſquare : but his ambition 
prompting him to cut a figure, and 
his ſhop being a great impediment to 

| his 
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his keeping good company, he ſold 
off his ſtock, and ſpent the produce 
in a very ſhort time in fortune-hunt- 


ing. 


The road then appeared to him the 
the only probable means of ſupport- 
ing himſelf, *till ſuch time as he could 
meet with a girl with money fooliſh 
enough to marry him for the ſake of 
his fine coat. This, however, did not 
happen, afid though he did not live 
with his wife, he ſupported her in a 
ſeparate lodging. This additional ex- 
| pence, with his own, forced him to 
often turn out upon the road, and he 
had ſeveral narrow eſcapes. He in 
the mean while travelled all over Eng- 
land, as a man of fortune, in hopes of 
picking up a wife, but he could find 
none who ſuited him in point of mo- 
ney, and ſeemed diſpoſed” to approve 


him 
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eig bim for her conjugal bed, till he paid 
his addreſſes to Fanny. He was ac- 
quainted with her late ſucceſs, and 
knew where her money was lodged : 
he therefore ſtrenuouſly preſſed her, 
as well at York as upon the road, to 
join their hands, for fear ſome acci- 


Luce 
nt- 


the | 


)ort- 


duld dent might happen, which might pre- 
olim vent it.---His fears were not without 
:e of foundation; but her prudence was 
1 not! equal to his augury. 

: hve | Fanny looked upon this as the moſt 
© WY lucky eſcape of her whole life; for the 
l ex- I lover ſigned his own confeſſion a few 
ny 9 days after, and put it out of the power 
id he of a jury to ſave him. 
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C.H A P. . 
Pamy s great boſs, and the neceſſity ſhe 
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is reduced to, with ver virtuous 


reſolution. 


HE adventure at York, which 

terminated with ſo melancholy a 
cataſtrophe, greatly chagrined Fanny; 
and it ſo much affected her ſpirits, 
that ſhe kept her houſe for ſome weeks, 
without ſeeing any company. At the 
end of that time, having occaſion for 
caſh, ſhe went to the perſon in whoſe 
hands her money was lodged, when 
the houſe was ſhut up, and ſhe was 
informed he became a bankrupt the 
week before. 


Her melancholy at another's mis- 
fortunes was now changed into ſor- 
row 
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row for her own. Mr. 
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was 
the perſon who had broke; he was an 
old neighbour of hers, paſſed to be 
very rich, and had been her particular 
benefactor. Before ſhe went out of 
town, ſhe waited upon him to have 
his opinion, being much in the alley, 
how ſhe could diſpole of her money ta 
the beſt advantage. He tald her, 
© That Kocks were then very high, apd 
that if ſhe bought in then, ſhe would 

© pay an, extravagant premium; but 
* that it was whiſpered in the alley 
they would ſoon fall; that if the 
* would put the money into his hands, 
© he would wait for a favourable op- 

* partunity; and Make | the moſt of her 


* Money. 


She had no ſuſpicion of the deceit, 
and accordingly depoſited all her mo- 
ney in his hands, except as as much cath 


21., II. H as 
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as ſhe thought ſhe might want for her 
travelling expences. She ſet out for 
Yorkſhire the ſame week, worth five 
thouſand pounds, and returned two 
months after a beggar. 


Her houſekeeping creditors brought 
in their bills, but they remained un- 
paid. This was in the autumn---and 
all her real friends were out of town. 


| Great misfortunes, like great proſ- 
perity, give the mind a quite different 
turn from its uſual courſe ; we ſee 
things in oppoſite lights, and attribute 
ourill ſucceſs to the moſt foreign cauſes. 
Thoſe tinctured with the leaſt ſuper- 
ſtition immediately turn predeſtinari- 
ans, and believe their vices or crimes 
rendered their adverſity inevitable. 
Fanny was now of this diſpoſition, 
and plainly ſaw that riches obtained 
m 


6 
* 
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in her way of life, could never be of 
any benefit to her. 


hBhe reſolved to diſpoſe of her goods 
and her plate, and live virtuous. She 
paid her creditors, and found but a 
ſmall reſidue— a hundred and thirty 
pounds could not ſupport her a great 
while, according to her chaſte plan. 
She began to cogitate upon ſome buſi- 
neſs, and conſidering how long ſhe 
had ruled the female taſte in dreſs, (hz 
reſolved upon commencing milliner ; 
ſhe accordingly took a ſhop near the 
Haymarket, and Taid out the greateſt 
part of her eſtate in band-boxes, 
blonds, laces and ribbons. i 


Though ſhe at firt bad no great 
buſineſs, ſhe attributed it to the polite 
people s being ſtill out of town; but 
the ſoon after found that notwithſtand- 

| H2 ing 
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ing ſhe could regulate the head-drefles 
and handkerchiefs' of the ladies, as 
Fanny M---- the courtezan--ſhe could 
not vend them as Fanny M---- the 
milliner. if: TY 


She was counſeled to take a French 
ſhop-woman, and put her name upon 
the ſign. This ſhe did, inſcribing, 


CABRIO LL E, 
MILLINER from PARIS. 


The ſign preſently attracted her a 
great number of cuſtomers and a 
conſtant ſueceſſion of coaches at her 
door, pronounced madam Cabriolle 


a woman of the greateſt bufinels in 
England. 


2 


She had agreed with this 488 
man for twenty pounds a year, which 
was treble the ſum, ſhe could have 
earned 
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earned in her own country working 
day and night: but when madam Ca- 
briolle found what effe&t her name 


had upon the Engliſh ladies, ſhe inſiſt- 


ed upon dividing the profits with her 
miſtreſs. This Fanny refuſed, where- 


upon ſhe took a fhop overagainſt her, 


and Fanny had the mortification to 
find her ſhop deſerted as ſoon as ma- 
dam Cabriolle left it. 


In this fituation the rich Mr. H 
dropt in to beſpeak fome ruffles he did 


not want, and came four times before 
they were done, to preſs their expedit- 
ing, though he would have been ſorry 
they had been finiſhed. He gave 
Fanny ſome tickets for the play, 
which ſhe reluctantly accepted. He 
failed not to be at the houſe, and eſ- 
corted her home, upon her abſolutely 
refuſing to go to a tavern to ſup: ſhe 
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ſcarce aſked him to eat a bit of what 
was upon the table, but he eagerly 
ee Mr bin 176155 


The eloth gone, with the ſhop- wo- 
man that accompanied her to the play, 
and the bottle introduced, he thought 
he was ſure of her that night. All the 
ſtale compliments were played off up- 
on her, without. any emotion on her 
ſide. He kiſſed her hands, and would. 
have hindered her lips being jealous. 
---She prevented hum. He ſwore he 
never met with ſo great a prude in 


his life. He now pulled. out his purſe, 


and laid fifty guineas upon the table, 
aſking her if that would purchaſe a 


night's lodging. She * © not 
twenty times the ſum,” 


Though he did not credit ker aſſer- 
nion, he plainly ſaw there were little 
1} | hopes 
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hopes of ſucceeding that night; for 
upon his behaving any ways rude, the 
bell was immediately rung, and the 
ſervant was ordered to light her to bed. 
He therefore retired, but not with- 
out a reſolution of repeating his at- 
tacks. | 


He wrote to her. next day ; in this: 
epiſtle he, expoſtulated with her 
upon the frivolouſneſs of her keeping 
a milliner's ſhop, when. ſhe might 
keep her equipage ; that he was ready 
to purchaſe her one, and make a pro- 
per allowance for its ſupport. 


This letter rekindled the embers of” 
Fanny's pride, (in ſpite of all herſuper- 
ſtition) which, added to the falling off 
of her cuſtomers in favour of her ri- 
val, ſtaggered the virtuous plan ſhe: 
bad now purſued for upwards of 
eight months. 

H--— 


poſt chaiſe chariot, with her cypher 
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H renewed his ſollicitations, and 
added to the force of rhetoric that of 
jewels and trinkets: however, ſhe did 
not ſurrender till he came in a new 


upon upon it. There was a greater 
charm in the two letters F. M. than 
in all the Abracadabras that ever were 
wrote. She now ſurrendered, upon 
the terms of a well furniſhed houſe, 
and twenty pounds a week ſubfi- 
ſtence money- 


CHAP, 


X P. 
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CHAP, N. 
Fanny gets again into high keeping-=e 


has a confer ence with Lady Ione 
concerning ber buſrand. 


N 


Fortune is to all at forme hours kind 
The lucky have whole days in which they chuſe, 
The unlucky have but moments, thoſe they loſe, 


U R heroine moſt certainly had 
as many opportunities of making 
her fortune as any woman that ever was 
born without one: ſhe was, according 
to the poet juſt quoted, to be ranked 
among the lucky, who have whole 
days © to chuſe; and ſhe ſeldom 
miſſed the occaſion. From an ob- 
{cure milliner (for ſuch ſhe was as 
ſoon as Mademoiſelle Cabriollelefther) 
who could! ſcarce gain a ſubſiſtence, 
we view her inſtantaneouſly the gay 
| . the 


\ 
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the beautiful Fanny, rolling in her 
chariot with all the luxurious affluence 
of the firſt woman of faſhion, | 


Her late recluſe life gave the 3 

a more favourable opinion of her mo- 
rals than they before entertained of 
them: they concluded her principles 
were virtuous, whatever her conduct 
might indicate. She now ſhone in a 
more brilliant ſphere than ever. The 
ſhortneſs of her intimacy with beau 
F-——, without any certain pecuni- 
ary ſtipulation, prevented her making 
that eclat ſhe at firſt propoſed, Du- 
ring her union with Sir Richard, ſhe 
had his welfare too much at heart to 
extravagantiy diſſipate his fortune: 
and whilſt her gaming ſcheme was in 
agitation, her thoughts were more 
fixed upon a future ſupport than 
preſent luxurious life; but now ſhe 
© Www 
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was kept by a man whoſe fortune was, 

thought inexhauſtible ; who, though. 
he allowed her twenty pounds a week, 
was at all the expence of her houſe- 
keeping beſides. He dined and ſup- 
ped with .her almoſt conſtantly, and 
ſtill more conſtantly ſent in proviſions, 
and his wine merchant was hers, 


It was now the herd of poets, 
painters and engravers, began to ex- 
erciſe their arts upon our heroine— 
Scarce'a magazine appeared without 
an ode, or an acroſtic upon Fanny, 
The portrait painters ſupplicated it 
as a favour to have her likeneſs—and 
every print-ſhop window preſented 
you with Fanny in metzotinto. 


Such adulation was never before paid 
to a woman of her rank, - and from 


* — 
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this time the world Pronounced het 
celebrated. 


She was no longer looked upon in 
the light of a wh- re, ſhe wore a ring, 
and went by H—'s name: ſhe was 
toaſted with modeſt women, and 
drank kneeling. It was imagined as 
great a piece of . coxcombſhip to hint 
one had been happy with Fanny, as 
with the firſt dutcheſs in the land. 
Many men of faſhion aſpired at this, 
and as many were foiled in their at- 
tempt. Among theſe was the ſagaci- 
ous lord Minikin, the anti-Hercules. 


1 


9 

He was ſo proud of making the 
world believe he had goſſeſſed 1. 
he had not, that it ſoon came to his 
lady's ears; and ſhe as prudently 
ſent for Fanny to enquire, the truth of 
it. This interview was as extraor— 
dinary 
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dinary in conducting, as the ko of 
its taking place. 


After the uſual compliments, and 
the two females were ſeated : My 
dear Fanny, (ſaid my lady) I have 
* ſent for you to aſk you a moſt ridi- 
* culous impertinent queſtion ! What 
do you think it is, Fanny?“ 


Truly my lady, ſaid ſhe, it will 
© be impoſſible for me to divine.” 


* Why then drink your chocolate 
© (reſumed my lady) and I will tell 
you. It is neither about the cut of 
your cuff, the flounce of your petti- 
coat, the plait of your tucker, or the 
* cock of your hat, — ſubjects I have 
often troubled you about in writing: 
It is neither more or leſs than to 


* enquire, whether or no my lord Mi- 
Vol. II. I * nikin 


86 


as he gives out? 
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# nikin has had an intrigue with you 


Indeed my lady, replied Fanny, 
the queſtion is a little uncommon 
© from one woman to another, but 1 
will be very ingenuous with you in 
my anſwer. | 


Here my lady interrupted her, in 
ſaying, © Upon the word of a woman 
* of faſhion, it is not through jealouſy 
© I enquire—no, far from it, I afſure 
vou Fanny; for if you knew my 
lord Minikin as well as I do, you 
© would be ſurfeited with ſuch tri- 
« fling attempts— a perfect child |— 
* why now laſt night—but go on 
Fanny, I beg pardon for interrupting 
you. 


© Why 
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Why my lady, (ſaid Fanny) then 
ein a few words, — yes: but 1 
* muſt tell you, (reſumed her lady- 
© ſhip) he ſays he is even afraid of 


* conſequences,” 


Fanny at length regained the clew 
of her diſcourſe, and informed her 
Iadyſhip, there was no manner of 


nan 
n foundation for the firſt ſuppoſition, ſo 
ure that all conſequences muſt of courte 
my be imaginary, 

you 


My lady pricked up her ears at this, 
telling Fanny ſhe thought as much, 
and had told my lord, when it came 


* to her knowledge, * that ſhe thought 
* herſelf woman enough every way 
* for my lord Minikin, or indeed half 
* a dozen of the Minikins.“ 
Vhy 
L: 2 Fanny 
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Fanny readily agreed to the juſtneſs 
of this aſſertion; telling my lady, fo 
finea woman as her had an undoubted 
right to every part of a man's heart, 
whom ſhe had honoured with her 
hand, This polite and chaſte con- 
ſtruction of what her ladyſhip had 
been ſaying, failed not to point out to 
her the indelicacy of the ſentiment, 
and to give the diſcourſe a quite differ- 
ent turn, which ſoon aſter terminated 
with Fanny's viſit, 
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CHAP. X. 


Propoſals of marriage made to Fanny, 


and ſhe rejects them: gets ber ſiſters 
married. An adventure at Tunbridge, 
very fit to be read by all the fighting 
men of the age, who decide points of ho- 
nour by the point of a ſword. 


ANNY's character was now 
looked upon by many fo com- 
pleatly retrieved, that ſome perſons of. 
worth and fortune, who were ſmote 


with her triumphant beauty, (for the 


concurrent opinion of the world is 
more by far than woman's face) and 
found they could not gain her upon 
their propoſed terms, began ſeriouſly - 
to think of her in marriage. Nay, 
a certain ſilk mercer not far from Lud- 
gate-hill, whoſe fortune and: buſineſs 

F 3 entitled 
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entitled him to a woman. with ten 
thouſand pounds, without any ſlur up- 
on her character, offered her his hand 
in marriage. Her pride was at this 
juncture ſo pampered, that ſhe forgot 
herſelf, and committed the greateſt 
overſight in all her life, by abſolutely 
refuſing this advantageous match. She 
imagined ſhe had charms to captivate 
and retain the firſt peer in the land, 
whom ſhe had reſolved within herſelf 
ſhould not enjoy her, but upon ho- 
nourable terms, though at the ſame 
time ſhe was kept by a commoner 
upon his own. 


We have had no occaſion to men- 
tion, till now, that Fanny had two 
{:*< ho approached womanhood; 
tizc one being about eight, the other 
ten years younger than Fanny. After 
their father and mother's death, who 


left them quite infants, they were for 
ſome 
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ſome time ſupported by charity; but 
as ſoon as Fanny arrived at an afflu- 
ence, ſne never forgot to think of their 
fupport. In her proſperity they were 
genteely ſupported and educated; in 
her adverſity they were neglected and 
miſerable. From the time of her re- 
treat from the Old Bailey, however, 
ſhe had never been ſo poor, but ſhe 
found means to pay for their board, 
cloathing and ſchooling, fo that they 
might be faid to have been genteely 
brought up. 


They had quitted their boarding 
ſchool, and come up to London. Their 
ſiſter, whom they looked upon as their 
mother, with reſpect to duty and obe- 
dience, gave them an apartment at 
her houſe in Marlborough-ftreet, in 
order to have them more immediately 
under her eye, reſolving they ſhould 

not 
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not follow her foot-ſteps in inconti- 
nence. They nevertheleſs appeared 
with her in public; not with a view 
of expoſing them to ſale as common 
women, but in order to get them huſ- 
bands, and ſettle them honeſtly in the 
world. 


They were neither of them equal 
to Fanny in beauty, though one was 
very genteel; but they had both a diſ- 
agreeable caſt with their eyes. How- 
ever, ſhe at length wedded them, one 
to a reputable tradeſman, the other to 
a dancer at the play-houſe.. 


This conduct of Fanny is greatly 
to be commended, and in the eyes of 
a ſound moraliſt would wipe away all 
her other vices. 


Mr. H took her down to Tun- 
bridge in a new Saliſbury and fix hor- 


{es 3 
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ſes ; the ſplendor of her equipage, and 
the elegance of her dreſs and jewels, 


| out-ſhone the moſt brilliant there. A 


remarkable incident plainly evinced 
how much ſuperior Fanny was looked 
upon to moſt of the women of her 
claſs'in life. Fanny was aſked to cut 
in at Lady „Mrs. G— and 
Mrs. D—'s table ; which, after a de- 
cent apology for her bad play, ſhe did. 
Signora C-mp-ni was taken out to 
dance by a man of conſiderable for- 
tune, and all the ladies fat down. 


This oppoſite behaviour towards 
Fanny and C-p-ni, could not fail giv- 
ing H-— a high opinion of his mi- 
ſtreſs's merit; and being that night 
with a ſet of gentlemen, when after 
ſupper the bottle was briſkly circu- 
lated, captain D— gave C-mp-ni, as 
2 modeſt woman, juſt after Mrs. P—, 

which 
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which every body objected to. How. 
ever, H— gave Fanny M as a 
modeſt women, and no body objected 
toit, out of complaiſance, but captain 
D—, who (being ſomewhat elevated) 
ſwore © that Fanny M- was no more 
©.a modeſt woman than C-mp-ni— 
_ © nay, that he would wager a hundred 
pounds with any gentleman in com- 
© pany, that to every one man he could 
produce who had lain with C-mp-ni; 
© he would bring fifty, if not a hun- 
* dred, that had lain with Fanny 
© M---, 


This threw H (who had juſt 
been ſo highly delighted with the re- 
gard ſhewn his miſtreſs) into a violent 
paſſion, and it was with ſome difficulty 
the company prevented ſwords being 
immediately drawn; however, the 
next day H---- ſent the captain a 
challenge before he was up, which 

produced 
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produced the following letter from 
him. | 


81 R, 
« TPALLIBILITY is ſo immediately 
" connected with human nature, 
< that to pretend to diveſt oneſelf of it, 
« would be the higheſt pitch of pre- 
«* ſumption and folly. I was laſt night 
drunk, and therefore might be in 
the wrong: if the majority of the 
company are of that opinion, I am 
* willing to make any conceſſion tht 
* a gentleman can require. I would 
not, however, have you infer from 
hence, that J am afraid to fight, or 
« terrified at death : neither of theſe 
<« have any weight with me: it is the 


« cauſe that ſhocks me; and muſt 


e every reaſonable man with the moſt 
*© heroic courage: to cut one anothers 
« throats 
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* throats about drinking two women's 
« healths, that, for ought I know, 
e have not the leaſt eſteem for us, is 
not valour but madneſs. With re- 
<« ſpe to my perſonal bravery, Iam 
happy in having colonel M---- and 
* captainG--- atpreſent here, who can 
« teſtify what was my conduct at Cul- 
« Joden, as well as in Flanders, the 
« laſt campaign. As I don't intend to 
« write my own panegyric, I ſhall 
« ſay no more upon this head; but 
deſire you ſeriouſly to reflect, even 
« if all moral and religious conſider- 
« ations are laid aſide, whether it 
« will not be more conſiſtent with 
<* true honour, and even heroiſm, for 
« him that has offended to make a 
proper ſubmiſſion, than add murder 
to inſult ? 1 


I am, &c. 


cc 7 RB, 


© © as 
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_  H---, who had wrote the challenge 
before he went to bed, whilſt wine 
and choler ſtrongly operated to form 
the hero, after his firſt ſleep, began to 
recollect what had paſt the night be- 
fore, and a general tremulation ſeized 
him, when his concatenation of 
thought brought him down to fighting 
that morning with the captain, Who 
was reckoned one of the beſt ſwordſ- 
men, and moſt courageous men in 
England. He immediately rung the 
bell, to countermand the carrying of 
the note to the captain; but alas! he 
received it an hour before. This 
threw H--- almoſt into convulſions, 
it not being above.an hour before the 
appointed time of meeting. He rung 
again to enquire what anſwer the cap- 
tain had ſent back, when he was in- 
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formed none ; which, with his fear, 
made him readily. conclude the cap- 
tain had accepted his challenge. Fan- 
ny was all this while very ſollicitous 
to know the cauſe of her lover's vio- 
lent emotions, but ſhe could gain no 
intelligence, till the ſervant entered 
with the captain's letter; when H 
was ſo greatly terrified, that, before 
he had power to open it, he burk 
into tears; blubbering, Ay, Fanny, 
« youve been my perdition : Jam go- 
ing to be killed now for ſupporting 
your honour.” So many teſtimonies 
of fear, with the received billet, nearly 
pointed out to her the caſe, before he 
had thus explained himſelf ; and ſhe 
now opened the letter and read the 
contents to him, with which he was ſo 
tranſported, that he fell into as violent 
a fit of laughter, as he had before oſ 
crying; ſwearing the captain was the 

honeſteſt 
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honeſteſt and moſt generous man in, 
the world, and without waiting for a 
ſecond invitation, went and compro- 
miſed matters with him. 


CHAP. XI. 


The cauſe of a rubture between ber ant 
Mr. H.; be. caſts her off : ber ac- 
quaintance with Lord ----, who in- 
troduces Mr. L--- the author : his ad- 
venture with bis bookſeller. Fanny's 
gueſts delineated, and the acquiſition 
ſhe makes in knowledge. 


\ANNY's pride was a good 
deal nettled at this ſubmiſſion of 
her lover; the more ſo as he thereby 
acquieſced with the captain in his opi- 
nion of her inſignificance. His pol- 
troonery increaſed. her diſguſt, and ſhe 
1 could 
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could not avoid frequently teſtifying 


m what a wow Jv Fa light ſhe Held 
him. 


It was ſome time before H--- diſco- 
vered the ſource of her ridicule; but ſhe 
having indiſcreetly related to a female 
acquaintance of her's the whole morn- 
ing ſcene of the duel, this pretended 
friend played her falſe, and made a 
merit of the ſtory to H-, who was 
greatly pleaſed with her ſincerity; and 
from that time began to behave viſibly 
flighting to Fanny, whilſt Dolly H. 
(the ſtory carrier) increaſed daily in 
her rivalſhip. 


In a word, not many weeks elapſed 
before Fanny was dethroned, and 
Dolly proclaimed her ſucceſſor. Fan- 
ny's pride was but little mortified at 
this revolution, as ſhe flattered her- 


ſelf 
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ſelf ſhe had power ſufficient to com- 
mand the hearts and purſes of all man- 
kind. Indeed ſhe was not much miſ- 
taken. She had propoſals of various 
ſorts ; but her vanity ever prompted 
her to prefer. thoſe which, were the 
moſt Eclatant. Lord ---, whoſe poverty 
and ſimplicity keep equal time, offered 
to keep up her chariot and horſes, and 
all the retinue H--- had ſupported for. 
her. This ſhe accepted, | / 


His lordſhip's greateſt pride was ia 
being thought a man of letters; he 
had not read two volumes through» 
out in his life, yet his library was fur- 
niſhed with the beſt authors; bound 
and gilt in the moſt extravagant man- 
ner. From the ſame. motive he aſſo- 
ciated with thoſe who are eſteemed 
men of learning: As he had a very 
ſuperficial idea.of knowledge,. he was 

K 3 frequently 
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could not avoid- frequently teſtifying 


in What a e light ſhe 1 
him. 


It was ſome time before H--- diſco- 
yered the ſource of her ridicule; but ſhe 
having indiſcreetly related to a female 
acquaintance of her's the whole morn- 
ing ſcene of the duel, this pretended 
friend played her falſe, and made a 
merit of the ſtory to H-, who was 
greatly pleaſed with her fincerity; and 
from that'time began to behave viſibly 
flighting'to Fanny, whilſt Dolly H. — 
(the ſtory carrier) increaſed daily in 
her rivalſhip. 


In a word, not many weeks elapſed 
before Fanny was dethroned, and 
Dolly proclaimed her ſucceſſor. Fan- 
ny's pride was but little mortified at 
this revolution, as ſhe flattered her- 


ſelf 
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{ſelf ſhe had power ſufficient to com- 
mand the hearts and purſes of all man- 


kind. Indeed ſhe was not much miſ- 


taken. She had propoſals of various 
ſorts ; but her vanity ever prompted 
her to prefer. thoſe which, were the 
moſt Eclatant. Lord ---, whoſe poverty 
and ſimplicity keep equal time, offered 
to keep up her chariot and horſes, and 


all the retinue H--- had ſupported for 


her. This ſhe accepted. 


His lordſhips greateſt modi was in 
being thought a man of letters; he 
had not read two volumes through» 


out in his life, yet his library was fur- 
niſhed with the beſt authors, bound 


and gilt in the moſt extravagant man- 


ner. From the ſame. motive he aſſo- 
ciated with thoſe who are eſteemed 
men of learning: As he had a very 
ſuperficial idea of knowledge, he was 

K 3 frequently 
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frequently impoſed upon with reſpect 
to thoſe who poſſeſſed it. A ſmatter- 
ing of Greek and Latin, a quotation 
from an antient writer (a propos or 
not) were with him thought evident 
proofs of a great genius. It is there- 
fore not ſurprizing that doctor Wagtail 
and Mr. E--- ſhould take place among 
his greateſt intimates. 


Theſe he introduced to Fanny as 
two of the greateſt men of the age, 
* telling her. ſhe would receive both 
* pleaſure and inſtruction in their com- 
* pany. This furniſhed the doctor 
with an opportunity of giving them 
the definition of the word company, 
which laſted near half an hour; dur- 
ing which time, my lord was nodding 
applauſe at the doctor's great learning, 
and winking to Fanny to take notice, 
and benefit by the diſcourſe of ſo great 
3 ſcholar. 
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As ſoon as the doctor had finiſhed, 
(for till then there was no room for 
any body elſe to ſpeak) Mr. L. — be- 
gan to apologize for his dreſs, bj 
ſaying, the moſt uncommon accident 
in the world had thrown him into that 
pickle, (his face, hands, and coat be- 
ing all over mud) and that nothing 

but his lordſhip's irrevocable com- 
mands could have induced him to- 
5 appear thus before ſo fair a ſhrine. 
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h Every one inſtantly preſſed Mr. 
þ I. to inform them of the cauſe of 
\r WY his misfortune, when he gave the fol- 


N lowing: account of it. 
y. 8 | | f 
* * Mr. ---- in Paternoſter- row pub- 


1g <© liſhed my laſt pamphlet but one, 
8 © and J have been after him theſe three 
ce, © weeks, and could have no account 
it *of the number fold ;.I at length got 


him 
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© him to day to ſhew me the remain- 
der, when he pretended there were 
© a hundred and fifty out upon return, 
* but I inſiſted upon being paid, as I 
© had told him not to let any go out 
upon thoſe terms; whereupon words 
© enſued, he flew into a violent paſſion, 
© threw my pamphlets into the ſtreet; 
©] then was obliged to pick them up 
out of the dirt, and calling a coach 
© put them all in, and ordered the 
man to drive to Mr. ————'s in the 
"Strand, where I-propoſed depoſiting 
them for ſale; but unfortunately 
© juſt as-I came to Temple-bar, the 
© coach broke down, and my pam- 
© phlets once more viſited the chan- 
nel. The mob a ſecond time ſur- 
rounded me whilſt I was endeavonr- 
ing to collect my works, the man 
© infiſting upon his fare, before he would. 
let me take up one, and I having 

| 0 
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© no money in my pocket, could not 
* ſatisfy him; a quarrel enſued, whilſt 
the mob were making off with my 
productions: a green-woman run- 
* ning this way with half a dozen 
* Treatiſes on Plants and Vegetables ; 
© a drayman that, with a quartern of 
* Philoſophical Enquiries upon broad 
* Wheels; and a porter took all my 
Letters to a Great Man. In this di- 
lemma carts and coaches paſſing 
© over the ſmall remainder of my for- 
tune, which I would now gladly 
have diſpoſed of for waſte paper, Þ 
* bethought myſelf to take up Fifty 
Six Millions raiſed for the uſe of 
the Government without Difficulty, 
* which I pawned with Mr. B— the 
© bookſeller for half a crown.“ Such 
was the affecting, dirty adventure of 
* Mr. L----, and ach the Lg at 
F anny's repaſts. 

The 
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The common topics at her table 
were now, how many editions ſuch 
A book had gone through: what the 
* author had got by it : when was the 
© time for trumping up a pamphlet: 
* ſuch a title would ſell five hundred. 
So that in a ſhort time Fanny was ini- 
tiated into the whole art and myſtery 
of a bookſmith.; and ſhe failed not to 
turn it to her advantage among her 
leſs learned acqua tance, who looked 
upon her as a woman of great 1 
and Nen. 


Mr. L--- 1 to her one day 
a Reviewer, informing her beforehand 
that he was a perſon of great power, 
Mr. G---s's right hand; that there 
was not an author from my Lord ----, 
down to the writer of the bellman's 
verſes, but paid his court. to him: he 


had 


\ Gd as a 
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had it in his power to make a man's 
fortune whenever he would : it was 
only to praiſe a few of his productions 
in the M-thly R---w, and they would 
go through ten editions; whereas if 
he gave them a bad character, they 
would not pay for printing. 


So extraordinary a character failed 
not to excite Fanny's curioſity; and 
ſhe paid her court to him as if ſhe had 
been as much dependant on him as 
Mr. L---. However, ſhe was recom- 
penced with the acquaintance of ſome 
literary ſecrets, that were the ſubſtance 
of a very curious dialogue ; which we 
think our readers will not be diſ- 
pleaſed to find in the following 
chapter. | 
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CHAP." 
Containing à dialogue, wherein the 


whole arcanum of modern criticiſm 
is revealed, or Reviewing made eaſy 
to the meaneſt capacity. With a 
Specimen of his Lordſhip's learning, 
and the price of fulſome dedica- 


tions. 


Neu. MI R. L, I am going into 
the country for a few 
months, and I have thought of you as 
- the propereſt perſon for ſupplying my 
place in Mr. G—s's Re---w. I have 
already mentioned you to him in a very 
favourable light, and I dare 90 he will 
approve of you. 


L. Sir, you do me a great honour, 
if you think I am capable of the taſk. 
Rev, 


R 
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Kev. Oh! Sir, you want compli- 
ments ; much inferior talents to yours 
would be ſufficient for fo trifling a 


performance. 

ö 

5 L. Trifling a performance, Sir! 

i Why does it not comprehend the whole 
Cyclopedia ? Should J not be a tho- 
rough maſter of all the ſciences, to pre- 

to tend criticiſing upon all works that 

W treated of them? 

as | 

ny Rev. Ah! ah! You make me laugh 

ve indeed. —Maſter of all the ſciences ! 


ry where will you find him forſooth ? 


L. A perfect maſter J don't mean, 

but ſuch a one as is ſufficiently conver- 

ur, W fant with them, ſo as to be a competent 
k. judge of all books, in the various 
branches of literature, or at leaſt of 
Vol. II. L ſuch 
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ſuch as he confines his criticiſm to, ſup- 
poſing a ſufficient number of Reviewers 
to divide the provinces. 


Rev, Pſhaw, pſhaw, Mrs. G—-s 
is the beſt Reviewer of us all ; and ſhe 
knows no more of the ſciences than 
you do of binding of books. 


IL. But how can ſhe form a judg- 
ment of the merit of productions? 


- Rev, By their title pages, and the 
bookſellers they are printed for. 


L. What, Sir, don't ycu read them? 


Rev. No—I think not that would 
be fine drudgery indeed without we 
make extracts. Then we are ſometimes 
obliged to read as much as we fill up 
with. T4 17-573 / 93681 


L. Don't 


<Y 


wu 83 
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: | a Don't you read the preface, Sir? 


Rev. No, prefaces are uſeleſs things; 
authors themſelves own it. 


L. What think "_ o reading the 
index? 


Rev. You may, if you have time, 
but it is frequently labour loſt. 


Z. But how do you do then to quote 
FO of a work, in order to ridi- 
ule it ? 


Rev. Why, that is only when a 
work has a great reputation, but printed 
for a wrong bookſeller (one that is not 


concerned with us) and in that caſe we 


run over a chapter or two, to find out, 


if we can, any ſlip of the author; but 


in caſe we don't very readily, it is but 
L 2 quoting 
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quating the beſt paſſage in the book, 


and leaving out a few words, ſome- 


times only one, to make it not only 
bad Engliſh, but downright nonſenſa. 
If we are detected, and it makes a ſtir, 
it is only imputing it to an error of the 
preſs, and clapping it in the errata the 
next month. 


L. If that is the caſe indeed, I be- 
lieve I may be as good a Reviewer as 
the beſt of you, | 


R, As to novels, (as very few good 


ones are publiſhed, and hardly any for 
the bookſellers intereſted in this work) 


we damn them in the lump. 


. 


L. Indeed! | 5 


- 


Rev. And with reſpect to pamphlets, 
printed for wrong publiſhers, we have 
| a ſet 


of "a | nid md am 


ww 


Miſs Faxny M——=; 113 


a ſet of characters which we uſe pro- 
miſcuouſly: ſuch as, All title page 
A catchpenny —Grubſtreet — Traſh 
Contains nothing to the pur- 
© pole, &c. &c. 


L. Happy inventions! why this 
muſt greatly facilitate the art of cri- 
ticiſm, 


Rev. We have lately had a conſul- 
tation of all the parties concerned in 
this work ; from Mr. Gs down 
to the printer's devil ; and thinking 
we can render it more beneficial to 
ourſelves by being leſs ſevere upon our 
brother writers, we have reſolved to 
let thoſe whoſe pockets or works can 
afford, and chuſe paying for a good cha- 
racter in our R, have it. 


L 3 T. What 


11% Memoirs of the celebrated 


ZL. What may the terms be ? 


Rev. Why, they are theſe. [Pulling 


out a piece of paper] 


A volume octavo, with recom- 
mendatory notes 
A couple of vols. 12m0 — 
In the monthly catalogue, fa- 
vourably mentioned —- 
A two ſhilling pamphlet with 
' Notes — — — 
In the monthly catalogue — 
A ſhilling pamphlet, with 
abſtracts of the beſt peſ- 
ſages 
| * the monthly catalogue — 


. 
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N.B. As a ſixpenny l cannot 
afford to pay its fee, which ſhould be 


258. without the author depoſits the 


money 
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money beforehand, it muſt be irretriev- 
ably damned.-—Huſh money (for paſ- 
fing over any very panltry production) 
in pr Opor tion. ö 10 


This was my thought, Mr. L—, and I 
: flatter myſelf we {ball find this ſcheme 
? anſwer our moſt fanguine wiſhes: 


L. It promiſes very fair, conſidering 

0 the great number of writers we now 
have, whoſe vanity will prompt themto 

0 have their reputations handed down to 


0 poſterity in the annals of literature. * 


Fanny s curĩoſity was by this time 
thoroughly ſatisfied; and being diſ- 
rage at this difingenuous conduct of 


At the time e this dialogue nn — 
ot was no other than Mr. G——'s Review ex- 
be tant ; but the Critical Review has ſince appeared, 


with leſs judgment and impartiality, and greater 
he ſeurrility chan even the Monthly Revier. 


ey her 


. 
+ 
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her learned gueſts, ſhe abruptly chang- 
ed the topic of converſation ; when 
Mr. . preſented her with a copy 
of verſes he had made that morning 
upon the force of her irreſiſtible 
charms. My lord entered by this 
time, having been at a fale of books, 
and bought ſeveral hundred volumes 
to increaſe his library. Among others 
he had bought all Virgil's . operas, 
which he propoſed having tranſlated, 


and adapted to the Engliſh ſtage, as 


he was told they were much ſuperior 
to any of the Italian ones, 


; The learned Fcophants (who pro- 
poſed to themſelves no other advantage 
from his converſation, than what they 


could get by him) let him remain in his 


ignorance, by applauding his taſte for 
literature, and his great judgment of 
writers and books. Aye, aye; (faid 

my 
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my lord) I think I have not read and 
collected for ſo many years, without 
having formed ſomething of a true 
© taſte,” | 


Mr. publiſhed a collection of 
poems the next week, wherein were 
ſeveral odes upon Miſs Fanny; and 
this piece he dedicated to my lord, who 
was neceſſitated to pledge part of his 
ſideboard of plate to raiſe twenty 
pounds, as a gratuity to the author; 
nor can any one think the money 
thrown away, when the following paſ- 
ſage of this elegant dedication cannot 
be eſtimated at leſs than a hundred 
A 


I have had the preſumption to caſt 
te this imperfect piece at your lord- 
e ſhip's feet, though conſcious of its 
* defects ; well knowing that though 

©* ſo 
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ce ſo penetrating an eye as that of ſo 
te great and learned a critic as your 
“ lordſhip, would perceive all its de- 
ce fects; it would at the ſame time di. 
© cover all its beauties. It is from a 
e thorough conviction of your lord- 
&* ſhip's univerſally allowed great and 
« extraordinary literary talents, that 1 
have taken the liberty of prefixing 
your name to this book, as it mult 
© be a certain bulwark to all the fu- 
c tile attacks of pſeudo critics,” 


| 
| 
Here was a profuſion of knowledge, | 
learning, talents and criticiſm heaped 
upon his lordſhip's head, which he p 
thought himſelf very well able to bear, 
and purchaſed at the ſmall price of f 
twenty pounds, without any other 
trouble whateyer than that of pawning {} 
his plate. 


CHAP. 


; CHAP. NIII. 
"| 2 herd does not fulfil his promiſe, 
whereupon Fanny breaks with him, 


: Her acquaintance with colonel G , 
q with whom ſhe goes over to Holland, 


and her adventures at Amſterdam, 
0 and the Hague. 
ſt 


INCE the commencement of 
Ye Fanny's acquaintance with my 
lord ; ſhe had kept open table 


for all the literati in his retinue, and 


5” ue had received but fifty guineas from 
Ned him; though it was three months 
he ſince he took and entered upon the 
SAT, premiſes. She was therefore obliged 
5 to give him ſome inuendos that ſhe had 


great occaſion for caſh, and that ſhe 
ſhould be glad he would acquit his 
arrears with her. However, he put her 
we off 


ung 
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off from time to time for a month; 
without her receiving any more money 
from him; when ſhe very frankly 
told him, without he would fulfil his 
promile, it would be impoſſible for her 
to be his humble ſervant any longer, 
Words fill ſupplied the place of mo- 

ney, and ſhe abided by her refolution. 


Her intimacy with my lord had 
been an expenſive piece of parade to 
her, ſor her coachmaker, tradeſmen, 
and ſervants, would not take my lord's 
word for the payment of her debts, 
and ſhe found herſelf conſiderably in- 
volved. She had very little caſh left, 
and did not chuſe to diſpoſe of her 
jewels and plate, knowing them to be 
expenſive purchaſes and cheap ſales. 


At this juncture ſhe entered into a 
bedchamber partnerſhip with colonel 


— 


> — — 
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6; not ſo much through an ava- 
ricious diſpoſition, as becauſe he was 
greatly the gentleman, had ſeen much 
of the world, and ſhe had a penchant 

for him. He had little more than his 
pay to live upon; ſo that ſhe could form 
but very ſmall deſigns upon his pocket. 
Nevertheleſs her creditors harraſſed her, 
and began now to threaten : to avoid 
the conſequences of their ill-nature, 
the colonel and ſhe refolved to make a 
tour to Holland, 


Her houſe was accordingly ſhut up. 
as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Harwich, and 


her creditors loſt all hopes of ever ſee- 
ing their money, 


When ſhe came to Amſterdam, ſhe 
was handſomely regaled with pickled 
herrings and bohea tea. The | ſame 
night ſhe went to the play, where Ot- 

Vol. II, M way's 
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way's Orphan tranſlated into Dutch, 
was repreſented by a ſet of great trage- 
dians. Caſtalia was dreſſed in a greaſy 
great coat, Dutch long breeches, and 
a plume of feathers upon his head. The 
contortions of his body, and the vehe- 
mence of his ſpeech, made her. fear he 
would ſtart a vein: however, he got 
through his part without any other 
accident than forcing the ſtring oſ his 
breeches behind, whereby they fell 
about his heels; but, regardleſs of the 
accident, he went through all the love 
ſcene, without any ways diſconcerting 
Monimia, or the audience, at the 
ſight. 


Fanny had near made a conqueſt of 
a burgomaſter, who wrote her a letter 
the next day, which, tranſlated into 
Engliſh, runs pretty nearly thus. 


MaApAM, 


'Miſs Fanny M—— 123, 


Mavan; | 

* || Know not whether you are freiglit- 

ed by any other proprietor, as I 
took the perſon laſt night with you 
* to be only your pilot. But if you 
have not broke bull. yet, and are 
clean from the ſtocks, I am ready to 
bid for you upon a fair ſale. I fee 
« you are rather ſquare ſterned, and 
* ſomewhat Dutch built, for which I 


: e like you the better; though I am 
> te afraid you are not ſufficient burthen 
> ce for me; but a few tons more or leſs 
- 


« will make no difference if you are 
* tight rigged, and well ballaſted in your 
* hold. I ſhould be glad to know to 
e whom your cargo is conſigned here; 
if upon any good houſe, I will give 
the market price, and pay all _ 
* at night. 


ff 


M 2 « An 
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© An anſwer to this the firſt oppor- 
** tunity, will be e to 


Fanny, who was DEE IE with 
Dutch, deſired the colonel to tranſlate 
this curious epiſtle, which he accord- 
ingly did, but rendered it very little 
more intelligible to her in Engliſh than 
in the original. She however, with 
ſome attention, arrived at the right 
conſtruction of this letter, being in- 
formed they always made love in the 
mercantile way, and meaſured beauty 
by the ton. 


She made no anſwer to this polite 
durgomaſler, but ſet out for the Hague, 
in expectation of finding the court 
ſome what more poliſhed than the prin- 
cipal city of the United Provinces; not 

were 


ere 
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were her expectations diſappointed. 
Travellers are charmed with the fitua--' 
ation and diſpoſition of this place, even 
after they have ſeen the magnificence 
of Italy; well might ſhe be, who had 
not viewed them. On one ſide you 
are conducted to the ſea by a way 
worthy the grandeur of the ancient Ro- 
mans. On the other, you enter the- 

moſt agreeable wood imaginable, inter- 
ſperſed with houſes ſufficient to form a 

great and ſuperb city; but the trees 
and alleys pronounce it a delicious ſo- 
litude. At particular times is ſeen all 
the innocence of rural paſtimes, with. 
the diverſions of moſt populous cities. 
The houſes are freer of acceſs than in 

France, at thoſe hours-deftined for ſo- 

clety ; ; and more reſerved than i in Italy, 

when a too rigid regularity withdraws: 


ſtrangers and renews domeſtie ſtrict- 


M3 neſt. 
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neſs, To this may be attributed that 
national prudery, which ſerves as a tra- 
ditional continence from mother to 
daughter. The women are not unſo- 
ciable: but then they have their hours 
of gaiety, and a ſmile after a particular 
minute is a crime, which before it was 
criminal to have omitted. 


| Notwithſtanding the agreeable ſita- 


tion of the place, theſe ridiculous cuſ- 


toms ill ſuited -Fanny's free diſpoſition; 


and the colonel being obliged to return 
toEngland, ſhe reſolved to follow him, 
as ſoon as ſhe could accommodate her 
affairs with her creditors. 


In the mean while (during the ab- 
ſence of the colonel, who had paſſed 
| for her brother) ſhe was courted by a 
young gentleman of good family, and 
heir 


* "4 
Sv vw 42S * 
* 
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heir to a great fortune at the Hague. 
He was fo entirely ſubdued with her 


charms, that he immediately declared 
he could not think of an happy hour 


guardian and friends would not conſent 


to England in order to have the cere- 


| mony performed. She was not averſe 
— to theſe propoſals, but nevertheleſs did 


- not fail to play off all the artillery of 
dns. > 


As it was reſolved they ſhould be 
married as ſoon as ever they arrived at 
Harwich, ſhe was entirely diveſted of 
all fear about her creditors, upon her 
return, Accordingly he muſtered up all 
the caſh he could, and remitted it to 


England, and they ſet out for Helvoet- 
ä ſuys, 


without her, and that as perhaps his 


to his marriage, he propoſed going over 


female prudery, before ſhe ſurren- | 
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ſſuys, in order to 80 on board the 
packet. l 


The wind detained hon here for 
three days; during which time his 
friends were apprized of his precipi- 
tate retreat, and after Fanny had got 
on board, he was ſeized and carried 
back to the Hague. The packet failed 
without him, to the great conſternation. 
of Fanny, who now expected no huſ- 
band upon her return to London, 49 
cloak her from her creditors. 


Miſs Fanxy M —. 129 
CHAP. XIV. 

Fanny's acquaintance with an Talian 
ſinger in the packet-boat—his fira- 
tagem to ſcreen her from her cre- 
ditors. She wears men's cloaths, 

| and paſſes. for an eunuch. Her in- 
? terview with Miſs —— ; and ber 
L 


intrigue with Lady — in * 
capacity. | N 


Dutch husband were gone, ſhe 
devoted herſelf to deſpair; and not- 
withſtanding a violent ſtorm aroſe as 
ſoon as they were out of the harbour, 
it had no effect upon Fanny, who ra- 


ther wiſhed for the wreck of the yp 
than its ſafety. 


P. W 


HE N afl hopes of Fanvy's | 
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When the winds abated, and every 
countenance: was ſerene, except our 
heroine's, all eyes were then upon 
Fanny; the captain and paſſengers en- 
quiting why ſhe ſhould be frightened 
after the ſtorm was over, grief was ſo 
entirely poſſeſſed of her, that ſhe gave 
not the leaſt attention to what they 
ſaid: however, an Italian who was on 
board the packet, and waited till the 
others were retired, prevailed upon her 
to inform him of the cauſe of her 


grief, telling her in Italian (which ſhe 


ſpoke very well) © that fuch bright 
eyes as thoſe had ſufficient power of 
«- diflolution, without that moiſture 
© that now flowed from them ; but to 


© lay all tender thoughts aſide for the 


© preſent, if ſhe would acquaint him 
with the cauſe of her grief, and it 


were 


"Miſs Fanny M——, 232 
were any wile in his power to aſſiſt 
© her, ſhe had ſuch an aſcendant over 
him, that ſhe might command him 
and all he was poſſeſſed of. So frank 
a declaration for the firſt could not 
fail tickling her ears in her preſent ſi- 


* 


* 


ö tuation. She accordingly told him the 
tory of her Hague lover, which he 
5 heard with great attention, owning 


chat it was very mortifying ; but that 
there was nothing ſo deſperate in that 
event as to make her inconſolable.; 
that it was true ſhe had loſt an advan- 
tageous match, but that ſhe might 
gain another as good. Ves, replied 
Fanny, but this is not all; if I return 
© to London without a husband, I 
© ſhall be arreſted for debt.” He en- 
quired how much her debts were, and 
ſhe telling him about fix hundred 
Kant, he replied, he was. very ſorry 


they 
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they were not within the compaſs of 
the caſh he could command; but that 
ſome ſtratagem might be deviſed to 
evade her creditors, *tif ſuch time as 
the could raiſe the money to pay them, 
or make them compound for the debts. 


By this time the packet-boat arrived 
at Harwich, which interrupted their 
diſcourſe for the preſent : but aſter 
they had got to the inn, having ordered 
a ſeparate room from the reſt of the 
company, it was reſumed. The Ita- 
lian then told Fanny that he was a 
ſinger, and was come over to be en- 
gaged at the opera for the enſuing ſea- 
ſon, and that there were alſo expected 
two eunuchs from Paris ; but that they 

' would not come till the month of No- 
vember *; ſo that ſhe might perſongte 


This was in May, , 
; either 
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either of thoſe ſhe choſe till then, 
That fignor —— was much about 
her height. To this he added his 
cloaths, which with very little altera- 
tion would fit her, were entirely at her 
ſervice. | 


Fanny was at firſt apprehenſive that 
ſhe was not ſufficiently miſtreſs of the 
Italian tongue to attempt a project of 
this nature; but he aſſuring her the 
Engliſh, to whom ſhe need only con- 
ceal herſelf, would not be able to diſ- 
cover her, ſhe agreed to have a ſuit of 
his cloaths immediately altered, whilſt 
they remained at Harwich, with which 
{he came up to London. 


They took lodgings in the Haymar- 
ket, and the papers announced their 
arrival, as the two firſt opera fingers 
of the enſuing ſeaſon. She had im- 

Vor. II. N mediately 
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mediately ſeveral rich ſuits of cloaths 
made, and appeared in public, with- 
out any one diſcovering the deceit. 
Nay, the frequently paſſed ſome of her 
creditors, who noticed her for a fo- 
reigner that had not yet got into the 
Engliſh way. 


It was not long before the eyes of 
many ladies of the firſt faſhion, who 
pique themſelves upon the appearance 
of chaſtity, and look upon it as the 
ſum total of all virtues, were fixed 
vpon Fanny as a handſome fellow, 
with whom they might paſs an agree- 
able hour. She had invitations on every 
hand, and ſhe as readily accepted 
them. She always had a violent cold, 
where there were real Judges of ſing- 
ing and muſic; but at her tEte a tEte 
parties ſhe threw off all reſerve in this 
vrt 7 reſpect. 


TY 
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reſpect. She ſoon perceived that, the 
| ſubject of theſe interviews were miſ⸗ 
conſtrued by her, and that though ſhe 
a generally received a handſome preſent 
f for her vocal company, there were 
: hints thrown out of a more amorous 
: nature. She readily conclude this 
would be the rock ſhe ſhould ſplit 
| upon, in caſe ſhe gave into the deſigns 
f of the ladies; and yet ſome of theic 
overtures were ſo plain, that it was al- 
: moſt impoſſible to be ignorant of o__ 
Wg v yo 


She communicated her fear to ſigner 
— her companion, who adviſed her 
to favour the ladies deſires as far as ſhe 
could; and that without they actually 
raviſhed her, ſhe need never come to 
an explanation. 'This then ſhe reſolved 
upon, and a few days after ſhe had a 
card for Miſs ——'s levee. She ac- 

N 2 cordingly 


— — 
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cordingly went and found her in bed, 
Miſs —— immediately aroſe, and in 
drefling herſelf, did not fail to diſplay 
ſuch charms as would have given the 
vigour of twenty to the decrepid im- 
potence of eighty. ——Still Fanny re- 
mained unmoved.— Signor, ſays Miſs 
ꝗ how happy is your ſtate, who 
* cooly can view, what, without enjoy- 
ment, would make a wretch of any 


other man? 


Fanny was confounded, yet in bluſh- 
ing ſhe eagerly kifſed her. Miſs 
clung to her lips, and gave ſuch teſti- 
monies of amorous defire as frighted 
Fanny, who now thought a diſcovery 
was inevitable. Miſs then threw her- 
elf i into the moſt engaging poſture, 


when, fortunately for Fanny, the ſer- 
vant entered, to inform his lady my 
lord was below t wait upon her. 


Miſs 
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Miſs would have been + ol 


to his lordſhip, but he was already at 
the door. 


This lucky eſcape made Fanny re- 
ſolve to never more have a premeditated 
tete a tète with a female in quality of 
ſignor ; and having an invitation 
the next day from lord , to pals 
a week at his ſeat at ***#*, ſhe rea- 
dily accepted the offer. She had not 
been here two days, before his ſiſter 
came down, who was reckoned thę 
greateſt devotee of the age. She went 
conſtantly twice a day to church, nevcr 
converſed with any men but relations 
and ecclefiaſtics, to whom ſhe gave 
half her dower for charitable uſes, and 
ſhe ſtill wore her widow's weeds for 
her late husband, who had been dead 
vpwards of fix years. 


N 3 1 
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Fanny was charmed to hear this 
character of my lord's ſiſter, as ſhe was 
thereby releaſed from all apprehenfions 
of an attack from that quarter upon 
her male chaſtity. However, the next 
night Fanny had not been in bed above 
an hour, before ſhe heard her chamber 
door open, and ſomebody came in, 
whom ſhe imagined at firſt was one of 
the ſervants come to bring her ſome- 
thing ſhe might want in the morning : 
but when the bed curtain was undrawn, 
and the intruder got 'into bed without 
faying a ſyllable. She then imagined 
a delign upon her perſon. What was 
her aſtoniſhment at hearing my lady 
expreſs herſelf in theſe words! Dear 
* fignor, be not ſurpriſed that the power 
© of your charms have made a poor 
weak woman ſwerve from the path 
© of virtue, to claſp you in my arms. 

The 
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The words were not out of her mouth 
before ſhe fulfilled her errand literally. 
Fanny was greatly terrified, and knew 
not for ſome time how to eyade her 
further attacks ; however, ſhe at length 
bethought herſelf to tel] her ladyſhip, 
© She was extremely ſorry ſhe had ta- 
* ken her at ſuch a nonplus, as ſhe 
could not in honor conſent, having 
© a certain diſorder upon her, which 
vas infectious.” Her ladyſhip replied, 
© That all the diſorders in the world 
© were but flea-bites compared to the 
* enjoyment of ſo fine a creature, and 
* begged her to no longer dally with 
her paſſion.” Fanny ſtill refuſed ; 


when my lady, eager to poſſeſs, made 
ſuch diſcovery as cauſed them, both to 


jump out of bed at the ſame inſtant. 
My lady blubbered, and cried ſhe wag 
undone; but Fanny proteſting ſhe 

would 
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would keep her ladyſhip's ſecret, if on 
her part ſhe would keep that relating 
to her ſex. This was agreed, and both 
returned to their reſpective beds, much 
diſpleaſed with the cauſe of their quit- 
ting them. 


My lady and Fanny were both very 
| honourable ſo long as they remained 
in the country : upon the latter's re- 
turn, ſhe was acquainted, that the real 
fignor ——, whom ſhe perfonated, was 
in Holland upon the point of paſſing 
over to England. This threw her into 
greater confuſion than the diſcovery at 
my lord's, as it would be impoſſible 
any longer to ſupport her diſguiſe. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Fanny compounds with ber creditors, 

and reſumes her female appearance. Sir 
's intimacy and terms: get ac- 
quainted with the famous captain S—: 


the erroneous opinion of ſupporting his 
grandeur recti ſied. 


ANN V now found herſelf neceſ- 

ſitated to throw off the remaining 
appearances of virility attached to eu- 
nuchiſm, and once more reſume an en- 
tire gender. But before ſhe executed 
this natural metamorphoſe, ſhe pru- 
dently reſolved to endeavour compro- 
miſing her debts with her creditors. 
Had ſhe perſonally appeared in the 
affair, ſhe muſt either have paid the 
whole demands, or went to jail. 


She 
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She therefore made enquiry for a 
ſubtile limb of the law, who was em- 
ployed to buy up bad debts; and he 
ſoon ingratiated himſelf ſo well with her 
principal creditors, that they revealed 
their greateſt ſecrets to him, and ſome 
even employed him. At a meeting of 
three or four, they were lamenting the 
great loſſes they had ſuſtained by lord 
—and Fanny M—; enquiring where 
the latter was, ſhe had fo long diſap- 
peared. The attorney took this op- 
portunity of acquainting them, he knew 
a gentleman that had correſpondence 
at Venice, who received a letter the 
week before, wherein it was mentioned 
Fanny M had been there ſome 
time, and was in keeping þy a foreign 
prince, The tradeſmen readily con- 
cluded, with ſome deep ſighs, that all 
hopes 
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hopes of their money were gone now; 
enquiring however, if there was no 
way of recovering it. The limb an- 
ſwered, * to be ſure they could not ar- 
* reſt my lord, and as to her, there was 
no coming at her: but if they pre- 
* ferred loſing a part to the whole, he 
© believed he knew a gentleman who 
* would lay them down ſome ready 
money for their bad debts ; that he 
© was a mighty filly man that way, 
*and had to his knowledge, loſt 
above a thouſand pounds within three 
© months.” 


The brows of the dupes began to 
clear, and the attorney was commiſſi- 
oned to wait upon the gentleman (as 
he never appeared in theſe affairs him- 
ſelf) with their bills, to know what 
he would give for their reſpective de- 
mands, The limb met them by ap- 


pointment 
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pointment a few days after, when he 
acquainted them, the gentleman had 


© but a very poor opinion of the debts; 


© that it was true, they appeared very 


legal, but as the lady was ſo far off, 
and might not return theſe twenty 


* years, he ſaw very little hopes of ever 
getting the money.“ What, did he 
© offer no terms?” they all cried in one 
voice. * Why, yes, he replied, ſuch as 


are ſcarce worth accepting; and yet, 


in my opinion, more than the debts 
© will ever produce. He offered five 
per cent. for them.” | 


In a word, the attorney pleaded fo 
much againſt Fanny, that he paid all 
her debts, «mounting to near fix hun- 
dred-pounds, for leſs than ſixty. A 


few weeks after, the papers r 


the world that Miſs Fanny M 


retu hen 
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returned from the tour of Europe, and 
ſhe re-appeared as herſelf. 


She was now poſſeſſed of very little 
caſh, but ſhe ſtill retained her cloaths, 
jewels, and plate. She took lodgings in 
St. James's-ſtreet, and appeared with 
great eclat. The men renewed their 
addreſſes to her, and courted her in 
public as much as ever; yet ſix weeks 
elapſed without one tolerable offer be- 
ing made her; and money falling very 
ſhort, ſhe at length took up with Sir 
, and five guineas a week, 


He had no paſſions to gratify, but 
ſhe had extravagancies to indulge ; he 
was as well pleaſed with kiſſing her 
flipper, as kiſſing herſelf. There was 
no danger of hurting her conſtitution 
by him ; but a ſcarcity of birch was 
to be dreaded. 


Vor. II. O With 
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With ſuch a lover it is not ſurpriſing 
the handſome captain S—— ſhould 
find admittance in her tender moments, 
His figure might command any wo- 
man, his appearance. was beyond it, 
The world has been too cenſorious in 
aſcribing the means of ſupporting it, 
and a ſhort hiſtory of the man will 
clearly point out whether he deſery- 
edi it, | 


His father was a gentleman, an offi- 
cer, and a perſon of ſome fortune. S— 
was extravagantly brought up, as dar- 
lings generally are, and was the fine 
gentleman, and the coxcomb, whilſt he 
was yet a ſtripling. His dreſs and per- 
ſon flattered the girls, and his intrigues, 
which might eaſily fill a volume, were 
the general topics of converſation: 
nevertheleſs, he found no difficulty in 

marrying 
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marrying an heireſs, whom he ill uſed; 


Tn. ID. - 
— — = 


; and her guardian, to prevent the repeti- | 
| tion, arreſted him for her board. His i 
ö * i 
4 own relations, who had been acquainted a 
| with his extravagancies, were not ſorry f 
. . 40 I - 7 1 
4 at his receiving this check, and he re- ſl 
mained in prifon upwards of two years, o 
5 


1 from whence he was at length releaſed, 
upon condition of his going to ſea, At 
his return, his friends purchaſed him a 
commiſſion, and' his good behaviour 


— — 
— — Iz 
— . 


j- induced them to pay a ſum of money 
- for exchanging it for that of an enſign 
[= in the guards. Now it was all his 
e ambition, extravagance and vanity broke 
e out anew : they had long lain dormant 
2 under his misfortunes, and the hardſhips 
8, he had endured; but, like ill- extinguiſh- 
re ed embers, receiving freſh fuel, they 


: burſt into the moſt rapid flame. The 
in moſt gorgeous apparel, elegant equipage, 
3 3 and 
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and retinue, ſtruck at once all with 
{urprize.——Who is he ?—what for- 
tune ?—an enſign;—none,—were the 
only queſtions and anſwers in pub- 
lic. The Male-Gunning, for fo he 
was called, was for two. years the only 
object of the public's attention. The 
firſt women of faſhion were happy 
in his company, and lolled upon his 
arm in every public place, to make 
the world believe they were till more 
happy in private; and the world in- 
dulged them in their vanity. 


Half the young fellows in town 
were gorged with envy at his felicity; 
and they had no other way to vent 
their ſpleen, but by attributing the 
means of ſupporting his extravagance, 
to the moſt infamous of all practices 
Abe ill-natured world, eager to ſwal- 


low every guſt of ſcandal, readily be- 
| lieved 
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h lieved it. What every body fays 


It were eaſy to account for two 
years tranſient grandeur,* when a tay- 
lor is a creditor of nine hundred pounds, 
5 a jeweller three hundred, and other 
tradeſmen in proportion. To put. the 
matter out of diſpute, he was netef- 
fitated to borrow forty. pounds of 
Fanny, quarrelled with her becaule the 
would not lend him more, and ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be arreſted for that 
fum before he could pay it. 


— muſt be true, and though no proof or i 
E corroborating circumſtances can be ö 
» produced, he is condemned upon bare a 
10 hearſay. | | —— 2 
! f 

1 


O 3 C 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Breaks her alliance with the knight, 
goes into Wales, meets Sir Ri- 
chard, who brings. her up to town, 
his unexpected death, when they ere 
uon the point of making the tour of 
Europe by ſea. 


HE ſmall pittance that Sir 
allowed her, was not 
ſufficient to ſupport her in the manner 
ſhe lived; which induced her to make 
ſeveral repreſentations to him to in- 
creaſe it, but all were ineffectual. Her 
pride would not let her ſubmit to 
diminiſh her retinue in town, which 
made her reſolve upon a journey into 
Wales, where ſhe propoſed living 
cheap during the ſummer, *till ſhe had 
an opportunity of reaping the advan- 
tages 


houſe at 


MIV Fanny M— Tg5r 


tages ſhe propoſed - to herſelf from 


her ſplendor in London. 


che accordingly ſet out in a poſt 


chaiſe, without any fervant, having 
diſmiſſed all her domeſtics, and hired 


an elevated room for the depoſit of 


her goods and effects. The journey 


was pleaſant, and nothing remarkable 


happened the firſt day; the next, 


whilſt ſhe was at dinner at the poſt- 
a poſt chaiſe and 
fix, with two ſervants, came into the 
inn yard, which excited her curioſity 
to look out, when, to her great ſur- 
prize, ſhe beheld Sir Richard 
alight. Hearing the window open he 
looked up, and perceiving Fanny, 
without ſtaying to give any orders, he 
run up to her room, and' as ſoon as 
us had opened the door, flew and em- 
braced 
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braced her with the greateſt fond- 
neſs. 


A ſcene of love and amity enſued, 
as none but thoſe who feel ſimilar ſen- 
ſations upon ſuch an occaſion can ima- 
gine, and which no pen, however 
great, can attempt to deſcribe. Tears 
mingled with their kiſſes, and careſles 
interrupted ſighs. Few words ſufficed 
to expreſs their meaning; their looks, 
their geſtures, and their throbbing 
hearts well teſtified their ſentiments. 


The waiter's abrupt entry with the 
dinner put an end to this ſentimental, 
though unverbal dialogue. Fanny's 
adventures ſince ſhe had ſeen Sir Ri- 
chard, furniſhed an agreeable recital 
to one who had ſo great an eſteem for 
her as him. He in return acquainted 


her 
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her with what had happened to him 


during that period. 


My dear Fanny, ſaid he, did you 


but know how your refuſal of ſeeing 
me, when I waited upon you that 
evening, affected me, you would, 
out of pure compaſſion, have coun- 
termanded your orders. I returned 
home, and was ſo chagrined I kept 
my bed a week. At the end of that 
time I proved to have the ſmall-pox, 
and was for ſeveral days given over 
by my doctors ; however, at length 
my youth and good - conſtitution 
ſurmounted the diforder, and I re- 
covered ; but not without ſome viſt- 
ble alteration in my face, as you per- 
ceive. The perfidious Charlotte was 
not contented to ſquander away in 
the mean while upwards of five hun- 


* dred pounds, but the firſt night we 


© laid 
*z, 
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c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


c 


laid together, ſhe favoured me with 
ſuch a preſent, that J was confined 
to my chamber three weeks longer. 
The infection of the diſorder was 
very great, and my conſtitution very 
weak; ſo that taking the proper 
remedies for a cure, once more 


endangered my life. As ſoon as 1 


was able to go abroad, I was coun- 
ſelled to retire into the country for 
the benefit of the air, where I re- 
mained upwards of three months. 
At the end of that time, I came to 
town, and enquired every where 
after you, having firſt diſbanded. the 
ungrateful Charlotte, as an intro» 
ductory ſacrifice to yourſelf ; but 1 
could gain no intelligence of you for 


a long time, and was at laſt inform» 


ed you was in Italy, where I re- 


© ſolved to go meet you, and had, with 


this 
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© this view, ſaved a thouſand pounds; 
but unfortunately I loſt all my money 
« at the King's Arms the night be- 
fore I propoſed ſetting out. I have 
been down to Wales, to: diſpoſe 
© of a little eſtate, in order to raiſe, 
© once more, a ſufficiency to carry me 
* to you, but I have fortunately met 


you here, where I leaſt * 
* to find you.” 


Such eſteem and regard as were ex- 


preſſed throughout this converſation 
for Fanny, could not fail re-kindling 
in her all her former ſentiments of 
love and gratitude for Sir Richard, 
and they mutually ſwore, never more 
to leave one another, 


This fond pair came up to London, 


and once more lived together upon 
Ve ſame terms, and as happily as 
they 
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they had done before. Fanny laid 
aſide all the extravagance, as the world 
knew it was at her option.——A 
plain ſedan, and one footman, com- 
poſed all her retinue. Nevertheleſs 
the women could not help envying 
her, and the men were yet jealous of 
Sir Richard's good fortune. 


The tour of Europe, which ſhe had 
once made in the public papers, and 
her creditors imagination, Was now in 
reality propoſed to her by the knight. 
A party was made of a dozen men 
of fortune, every one of whom kept 
their women. They were to go by 
ſea to Genoa, and had with this view 
purchaſed a fine ſloop, which was ele- 
gantly ornamented, and rendered every 
way convenient, a doctor, ſurgeon, 
and — were appointed; all the f 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary proviſions were laid in; 
their cloaths were ſent on board, and 
the day was appointed for their going 
down to Graveſend, when unfor- 
tunately Sir Richard fell ill of a vio- 
lent fever, which carried him off in 
three days. 


Fanny was too buſy in attending 
upon him, which ſhe did without 
ever going to reſt, to think of her 
own intereſt. Since the renewal of 
their friendſhip, he had promiſed to 
make a proviſion for her life; but 
this ſudden illneſs, and as ſudden 
death, prevented his fulfilling his in- 
tent. He made no will, and every 
thing devolved to the next heir. 


| Fanny's fincere friendſhip and at- 
tachment for him, were clearly evinc- 
Vol. II. 2 ed 
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ed by the unfeigned ſorrow ſhe ex- 
preſſed at his death. The external 
parade of mourning conveyed a very 
inadequate idea of her inward feel- 
ing. She ſhut herſelf from the world 
for ſome weeks, and it was with great 
difficulty ſhe was perſuaded to quit 
her ſolitude. 


i 4 
444141 


x 
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C HA P. XVII. 


Fanny turns prude, and lives in the 
city. A rich guaker pays bis ad- 
dreſſes to her, endeavours to make a 

convert of her, and is upon the point 
of marrying him, when be diſcovers 
who ſhe 1s. 


T HE chagrin which had ſeized 
upon Fanny's ſpirits was not eaſily 
removed, for though ſhe conſented to 
go out, the objects which ſurrounded 
her were not ſufficiently powerful to 
divert her melancholly. So recent an 
example of death before her eyes, of 
one who was in the bloom of youth 
and vigour, made her reflect how 
ſoon her final day might be at hand. 
This naturally preſented to her mind 
oh her 
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her paſt conduct, which ſhe found 
admitted of many reproaches, 


She had a couſin who "Had" Been 
married to an opulent tradeſman in 
the city, and ſtill lived there in her 
widowhood. She wrote a letter filled 
with pious reflections, aſſuring her ſhe 
was entirely reclaimed from her for- 
mer yicious courſe of life, and that 
ſhe deſired nothing ſo much, as 20 
paſs the remainder of her days in a 
virtuous retirement, ſecluded from all 
the follies and vices of the world: 
that if ſhe would afford her ſach an 
aſylum, ſhe ſhould look upon her as 
her ſecond redeemer from fin, 


The good woman who, though a 
quaker, was charmed at every oppor- 


tunity of doing g good, and as ſhe phraſ- 
ed 
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ed it © bringing back a loſt ſheep,” 
readily anſwered her letter in the moſt 
courteous manner, giving her a free 
invitation to make uſe of her houſe as 
her own. Fanny accepted the invi- 
tation, and in a few days removed into 
the city. 


| Now we find Fanny under the 
name of the widow Atk 8, in a 
ſober houſe, converſing upon pious 
ſubjects with a female quakereſs, who 
imagined ſhe ſhould ſoon make a con- 
vert of her new reclaimed couſin. 
Fanny preſently diſcovered that qua- 
keriſm was not ſo ridiculous in itfelf, 
as it at firſt appeared; ſhe found that, 
abſtracted from ſome particular forms 
of ſpeech, and ſome out of the way 
cuſtoms in their devotion, which ex- 
tremes they fell into by avoiding tha 
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oppoſite, there was ſound reaſon and 
oy es: act in their doctrines. 


An opulent melpe f the 
fame religious profeſſion, , vifited in 
the houſe, and was greatly delighted 
to find Fanny ſo well diſpoſed to be 
one of the elect. He was a batche- 
lor, and by ſome hints he frequently 
dropped, ſhe had reaſon to believe 
that her perſon was not indifferent to 
him. He greatly inveighed againſt 
dreſs and. ornamental affectation, which 
induced Fanny to throw off even the 
coquettry of a widow's weed. — She 
was now a very quakereſs in dreſs,.— 
- and he prevailed upon her to attend 
meeting. 


When he had thus far converted 
Fanny,” he wrote to her the following 
hillet-doux. 


DEAR 
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DAR SISTER, 


* 1 i HES E preſents wait unto! 

* thee, to let thee know the 

*ſpirit hath moved me to think of 

e thee in holy wedlock, in hopes to 
0 fructify thy body, and beget upon 
ce thee our likeneſſes, ſo that we may 
not go out of the world, without 
performing one of the principal in- 
tents of our coming in. If thine ; 
thoughts ſhould hereupon conform 
to mine, thine anſwer will be agree- 
able to thy brother in faith, 


138. 


This letter was very agreeable to 
Fanny, who now flattered herſelf ſhe 
was within view of that haven of in- 
nocent comfort which ſhe had fo long 

ſought, 


- 
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fought. Her anſwer was couched in 
theſe terms. 


"Dear BROTHER, * 


ce TH E great honour thou doeſt 
me, in offering me thine hand 
in holy matrimony, is far beyond 
my deſert. All Ican anſwer to thy 
« kind letter is, that though my mo- 
« deſty might dictate a refuſal, my 
hand would find great difficulty in 
4 writing ſentiments ſo foreign to my 
heart. Thy diſcernment doth not 
i require a more ample declaration to 
& diſcover my meaning... I am, 


«© dear brother, 


<« thy affectionate ſiſter in faith.“ 


Fanny Arx. 


After 
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After theſe firſt overtures were 
made, little ceremony was required 
to come to a gore ample avowal of 
ſentiments, and Fanny's kinſwoman 
did not fail uſing her utmoſt efforts to 
forward ſo adyantageous a match for 
her. In a word, the day of. their 
nuptials was appointed, and there 
ſcemed no obſtacle to their being unit- 
ed for life. | 


In the mean while he took great 
pains to teach her to preach, as he 
laid he never could think of a wife 
unable to preach the goſpel, and point 
out to her ignorant brethren. the true 
path to ſalvation. She ſoon learnt to 
lay the ſpirit moves me, in as pu- 
ritanic a voice, and with as ridiculous 
a geſture, as any quakereſs whatever, 

—ard 


| 
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and in a truly parabolical tone 
uttered, *© If all the trees were in one 


* tree, what a great: tree that would 
* be! 


Thus ſhe ſoon 4 at a great 
proficiency in the art of preaching, 
and her deſtined husband was charmed 
with her. They paſſed the evening 
before their intended nuptials with 
the utmoſt pleaſantry and good hu- 
mour, and took their reſpective leaves 
to meet each other on the morrow 
morning by eight o'clock, 


III. natured fortune would not con- 
ſent to ſo favourable a deſtiny, but in- 
ſtigated envy to pen a letter to Fanny's 
lover, wherein all her former gallan- 
tries were painted in the moſt odious. 
light they would admit. This invidi- 
ous piece had its intended. effect, 
= and 


and inſtead of a husband, the fol- 


lowing letter came, en to 800 an- 
ay's kinſwoman : a «10 k A 


DEAR SISTER, 


< 1 thou haſt . impoſed 

1 upon me with reſped to thy 

« kinſwoman, whom thou didſt en- 
4 deavour to pals upon- me for a mo- 
| & deſt, virtuous woman. The in- 
J « cloſed letter, which J have juſt now 
7 received, will be a ſufficient apology 
e for my not waiting upon thee ac- 
e cording to promiſe, and breaking off 
* the intended match. 


e am ſorry thou haſt obliged me 
© thus to rebuke thee, as I am thy 
« brother in faith.” 

10/1. 
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This [diſcovery greatly chagrined 
Fanny, nor was her. couſin. behind 
hand with her in mortification, by 
reaſon of the loſs of her reputation 
among her brethren. Each threw 
the blame upon the other, and words 
enſuing, Fanny's kinſwoman ordered 
ber to quit her houſe, and no longer 
remain a diſgrace. Fanny did not re- 
quire.two ſuch ordonnances, and im- 
ee SE + | 


. CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Fanny reſumes her former gatety, is 
taken into keeping by a young tradeſ- 
man, who gives ber a new chariot. 

He leaves her, and à variety 


of fortune enſues. 


DANNY's quakering plan was 
now entirely at an end; and with 
it ſhe diveſted herſelf of all the falſe 
prudery and puritanic affectation ſhe 
had been for ſome time obliged to 
wear. She took lodgings near Lei- 
ceſter-Fields, and once more appeared 
upon the gay horizon of the world. 


A few nights after her re-appear- 
ance, ſhe was at the play in one of 


the upper boxes, when, in the middle 


Vol. II. Q. of 


chace; ſtill he was the game,- 
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of the moſt tender ſcene of Venice 


Preſerv'd, a young fellow bolted in 


with boots and ſpurs, and began to 


hoot as if he had been at a hunt. 
The eyes of the whole houſe were 
preſently upon that box, whilſt the 
galleries hiſſed, and the play was at a 
ſtand. The blood ſtill continued the 
-the 
whole audience ſtarted, he joined 
in the cry, and the box was preſently 
filled with officers, who were for dif- 
ciplining him; but upon his talking 
of the crown office, and hinting he 
was worth twenty thouſand bouhds, 


they thought the ruſtic beneath their 


notice. 


By that time the box was cleared, 
the firſt effluvia of the liquor began to 
loſe its force, and he deſcended: to 
the firſt row to chatter with Fanny. 

She 
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She rallied him upon his behaviour, 
and he began to be ſenſible of his miſ- 
take, declaring he had been to a very 
hard ſet-to, where they had drank 
their ſix bottles a piece without ſtir- 
ring. 


As the wine loſt its force, his 
amorous paſſions came into play; he 
ſqueezed Fanny's hand, and expreſſed 
great raptures in the thoughts of poſ- 
ſeſſing her. He accompanied her 
home, and inſiſted upon laying with 
her all night, but ſhe prudently fur- 
niſhed him with another bed, telling 
him he was not a fit companion for a 


lady that evening. 


The next day he agreed to allow 
her ten guineas a week, and purchaſe 
her a new chariot. . Upon theſe terms 
the on her virginity of four 

Q 2 months 


r72 Memoirs of the celebrated 


months ſtanding, and the widow A 
was transformed to Mrs. K——. 


Fanny once- more dazzled in a new 
poſt-chaiſe chariot, ſhone -in public, 
and ſtill reigned empreſs of faſhion, — 
Her adverſity had never dethroned 
her, and the counteſs of ——— in 
vain pretended to ſupplant her. Fanny 
was ,never gaudy in dreſs, and but 
ſeldom expenſive, yet ſhe always 
gained the victory over her ladyſhip's 
extravagant novelties. The only con- 
teſt wherein there was any kind of 
equality, was her ladyſhip's back a- 
gainſt Fanny's legs. Victory hovered 
for ſome time over her ladyſhip's 
ſhoulders, but at length laid her laurel 
at Fanny's feet. The diſpute was 
ſcarce decided, before the counteſs 
fhewed her garter but Fanny im- 

mediately 
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mediately dropt her petticoat, and no- 
thing above the ancle was after ſeen. 


Theſe ſucceſſes greatly increaſed her 
lover's fondneſs, who with the reſt of 
mankind, looked upon Fanny as a non- 
pareil, He was laviſh in his bounties 
upon her,—made her daily preſents, 
and was charmed in being the ſupport 
of a woman, who for many years had 
rivalled all her ſex. He took her a 
ſnug box a few miles from Kew, and 
they enjoyed the retreat a whole ſum- 
mer, | 


— 


Fortune's favours ſeem to be linked 
together, when you gain one many 
follow; but without that one, you are 
exempt from all the reſt. Though 
Fanny had no reaſon to complain of 
want of opportunities of making a 
proviſion, ſhe found they either came 


Q 3 in 
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in groupes, or her eyes were debarred 
even the ſhadow of a propoſal. Now 
the young tradeſman was ſo profuſe 
upon her, ſhe had offers in abundance. 
My Lord F-—, Mr, L : 
and many more men of great fortune, 


propoſed ſuch terms as ſlie would have 
been very glad to have accepted at 
another time, nor would ſhe have re- 
fuſed them now, but ſhe had a point 
to carry with her lover firſt, this 
was a ſettlement. 


She propoſed the thing to him, and 
he readily conſented to allow her a 
hundred a year for life; but the wri- 
tings were not yet drawn, when he 
got acquainted with Lucy C—, who, 
without any charms, had power to 
attract him from Fanny, and entirely 
devote him to herſelf, 


This 


SE D 


3 
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This was an unexpected ftroke ; 
but ſhe ſolaced herſelf with the proſ- 
pect ſhe had with Mr. L-—, in 
whoſe way ſhe took every opportunity 
of throwing herſelf, —but. he never 
after noticed her. 


Her affairs were now beginning to 
be in as bad a way as ever. Her 
chariot was fold, —her livery ſervants 
turned off, and all her domeſ- 
tic expences retrenched. She was 
once more obliged to receive promiſ- 
cuous lovers, many of whom thought 
they paid above the market price in 
giving a guinea, 


Her delicacy had not deſerted her, 
ſo that ſhe frequently refuſed a cull 
who was nauſeating in perſon, though 
his pocket was well filled. This pre- 
vented her reaping all the advantage 

ſhe 
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ſhe might from her calling, and ren- 
dered her ' ſcarce able to ſupport the 
appearance of a gentlewoman. 


er., 


An adventure at the maſquerade, and 
its conſequences. Fanny is arreſted 
for a ſmall debt, and carried to a 
 ſpunging-houſe, with an account of 
the behaviour of the bailiſt, and his 
propoſals, 


HE nature of a maſquerade 

is very little underſtood by 
thoſe who have never been at one, yet 
it is generally condemned in the lump 
by the ignorant, and as ridiculouſly 
praiſed by thoſe who are acquainted 
with it. A promiſcuous aſſembly of 
a great number of perſons masked, 
mult 
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muſt certainly produce many favour- 
able opportunities for intrigue ; but 
then it muſt be pre-concerted, and 
miſe, who has no intention of being 
debauched, runs no hazard, whilſt 
mamma, who has laid the plan with 
a broad-back'd Iriſhman, cukolds the 
decrepid knight, who thinks her chaſ- 
tity proof againſt all attack. 


This the following adventure will 
clearly illuſtrate Fanny had tickets 
given her for the maſquerade, whither 
the went with her woman. Fanny, 
who was ſo well acquainted with theſe 
places, knew that coming in before 
twelve, was exhauſting one's ſpirits in 
two hours of emptineſs. She had 
ſcarce got to the ſide board, before 
ſhe was accoſted by lady , My 
* dear Fanny, ſaid ſhe, I have the 
* greateſt favour to beg of you, that 

* 


178 Memoirs of the celebrated 
is, you would change dreſſes and 
* perſonate me for the evening.” Fanny 
complied, and they retired to a habit- 
ſhop next door. My lady and Fanny 
returned ' interchangeably drefled.- 

Fanny joined my lord, and my lady 
the captain, who ſoon retreated to- 
gether to Haddock's. Towards the 
concluſion of the evening, colonel 
—— took Fanny out to dance as lady 
, and whilſt they were walking 
a minuet, Sir Thomas ——, whole 
prudence was ſomewhat overpowered 
with champaign, faid in a loud whiſ- 
per, An't you aſhamed to dance with 
* her” My lord overheard 
him, and infiſted upon knowing his 
meaning. — He replied, * there was no 
© need of any great explanation in re- 


* gard to Fanny M My lord 


returned, he was miſtaken if he took 
the 
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the lady for her, for that it was my 
lady —. The knight anſwered 
with a laugh, and told him, he could 
not hum him ſo. This nettled my 
lord, who inſiſted upon going out to 
have ſatisfaction. Fanny began to ap- 
prehend a diſcovery, and did her ut- 
moſt endeavours to prevail upon the 
knight to drop it; but his courage 
being as much prompted by liquor as 
5 my lord's with pride, they agreed to 
go out, my lord inſiſting upon Fanny's 
preſence, to prove the truth of what 
he ſaid. It was now ſo circumſtanced, 
that an immediate acknowledgement 
of her not being my lady were the 
only means left her to avoid going, 
with them, and ſhe was in hopes ſome * 
way might till be found to reconcile 
the champions, without unmasking. 
They accordingly went to the very 
E habit 
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habit-ſhop, where F anny had changed 
dreſſes with my lady, who was juſt 
returned from the bagnio with the 
captain. This laſt triumvirate was in 
the utmoſt conſternation, which was 
greatly increas'd when my lord pulled 
off Fanny's mask to ſhew her as my 
lady—.“ Ah! ſaid he, what do I ſee! 
< impoſſible !' He was ſo enraged, he 
run to pull ' off his wife's mask, but 
the captain ſtept in between, and told 
him that lady was under his protec- 
tion, and if he offered to unmask her, 
he ſhould call him to account. 


Sir Thomas found how it was by 
this time, and that this affair would 
turn out very ſeriouſly, with reſpect 
to the lady, if he did not bring her 
off. Ha! ha! my lord, ſaid he, 
© do you think I would have been fo 

| * politive, 
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* poſitive, if I had not ſeen your lady 
drinking chocolate with Miſs ——, 
I knew they were both dreſſed alike, 
and am ſurprized how you came to 
be deceived. My lord immediate- 
ly flew to find out his wife, who with 
the utmoſt expedition put on her 
former dreſs, and going by the back 
door, was almoſt 'as ſoon as he in the 
gaming-room. She upbraided him 
with leaving her, and he told the 


ſtory; ſhe laughed at him, and he be- 
lieved her honeſt. | 


This adventure produced Fanny a 
twenty pound note the next day from 
my lady, with a letter of thanks. But 
this ſum was not near ſufficient to 
make good ſome of her payments; 
and among others a note for three 
pounds, which had become due. 
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A certain bailiff, in the politeſt pariſh 
in this metropolis, found means to 
purchaſe it, and, without giving Fanny 
any kind of notice, arreſted her for 
the money, which. ſhe could. eaſily 
have raiſed, - but he took her to his 
houſe, telling her he could not diſ- 
charge her till he had examined: the 
books, to ſee if there was no other 
writ out againſt her. . She was accord- 
ingly gonveyed to his ſpunging-houſe, 
and when ſhe had - ſent home for 
money to pay the demand, he told 
her thete were writs out againſt her 
to the amount of an hundred pounds, 
bat that ſhe might make herſelf very 
ealy there, for he would not diſcover 
her ee ſhe would Content to 
ſee ebwmpany: | | 


This propoſal ſhe rejected with the 
utmoſt deteſtation, for there was a 


young 
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young creature in the houſe, who was 
arreſted for four pounds, and had 
been detained upwards of two years, 
notwithſtanding the had given her ty- 
rant all the money ſhe had got in 
company, amounting ſometimes to 
three or four guineas a week, which 
he pretended went for her board and 
lodging, and that the debt was fill 


unpaid. 


Though it was falſe any more writs 
were out againſt her at the time of 
his making her this propoſal, yet upon 
her rejecting it, he enquired aſter her 
creditors, whom he adviſed to come 
upon her all at once for their money; 
fo that in fact ſhe was now confined 
for upwards of two hundred pounds. 


R2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 
Fanny's ineffectual addreſs to all her 


acquaintance to relieve her. She at 
length writes to Mr. „ Who ge- 
neroufly pays her debts, and aſter- 
wards fettles upon her an annuity of 
two hundred a year, with her preſent 
manner of living. 


DVERSITY is the only 
teſt of friendſhip, which it ſo 
frequently proves to be nothing but 
mere droſs. Fanny, who but a ſhort 
time before was rolling in her chariot, 
with all the ſplendor of a dutcheſs, 
courted and careſſed by every man of 
faſhion, was now confined in a loath- 
ſome ſpunging-houſe, daily threatened | 
to be ſent to Newgate, by thoſe very 
harpies, who prays upon. the ſmall 


- remains 
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remains of her ſubſtance, In this diſ- 
mal ſituation ſhe bethought herſelf 
to write to Mr. her late keeper, 
but received no anſwer. She addreſſed 
colonel upon the ſame account, 

but he was faid to be ont of town. 
In a word, there was no: any one 
with whom ſhe had any former con- 
nection, that was ſtill living and a 
London, to whom ſhe did not repte- 
ſent her ſituation, and claim his relief ; 
but all her letters were equally ſucceſs- 


ful; not one of them produced her 
any ſatisfactory anſwer, Thus flighted 
by all her pretended friends, and upon 
the very brink of going to priſon, ſhe 
reſolved, as a laſt reſource, to ſuppli- 
cate one of the beſt men living, who 
not only has it in his power, but is 
willing to aſſiſt the afflicted. This 
was the letter ſhe wrote him. 


„ ˖˙ 
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17 82. | i 
WII HO U being able to 
* claim any perſonal acquaint- 
* ance with ſo truly exalted a cha- 
* racter as yours; prompted by the 
&« univerſal opinion of your beneft- 
* cence, I have dared pen theſe lines 
* to you, to demand your aid. 


„The ſmall pretence I can make 
to your attention, would but diſturb 
« the athes of your honoured father, 
« whom you reſemble in all his great 
« deeds, without one of his faults. I 
« have long endeavoured to quit that 
te vicious path, which a firſt falſe ſtep 
* hurried me into. All my efforts have 
e been fruſtrated, and yet my diſpoſi- 
e tion for penitence is more fervent 
** than ever. 


« LA. ; 


». 
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* am now upon the very brink of 
ee ruin, my inhuman creditors have 
te been prevailed upon (by a wretch 
* who propoſed finiſter and cruekad- 
« yantages to himſelf from my deten- 
4 tion) to make all their demands at 
e once; and without I can immedi- 
te ately raiſe the money, I ſhall be 
« conducted. to a loathſome ptiſon, 


© where, perhaps, I may remain for 
life. 


6. This, Sir, is my preſent ſituation, 
sand if jt claims your pity, it will pro- 
„ cure your beneficence; which the 
** moſt unkind treatment of all my 
** pretended friends has forced me to 
ſupplicate. | 

n 
with a thorough ſenſe of your 
many virtues, your molt 
< gbedient humble ſervant, 
«© FANNY M—.“ 
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The worthy perſon to whom this 
letter was addreſſed, read it with great 
attention, and ſent her word ſhe 
ſhould hear from him ſoon. He en- 
quired into the truth of what is hinted 
in the above letter, and finding there 
was ſome foundation to believe his 
father was her firſt ſeducer, he imme- 
diately ſent her a ſufficient ſum to pay 
her debts, 8 


Fanny was greatly aſtoniſhed at ſuch 
uncommon generoſity, and as ſoon as 
ſhe returned home, ſet herſelf down to 
pen an elaborate epiſlle, (which the na- 
ture of the place of confinement would 
not permit) to return thanks for fo 
great a bounty. But ſhe had ſcarce pre- 
pared pen and paper, when the receiv- 
ed a meſſage from her worthy benefac- 
tor, deſiring her to come to him, Which 


ſhe accordingly did; when he received 
her 
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her very graciouſly, and told her, he 
* had a propoſal to make, which he 
* imagined would not be dilagreeable, 
© if the letter ſhe wrote him contained 
© her real ſentiments, and ſhe had 
* not altered them.” She replied, 
They actually were, and ſtill remain- 
« ed to be.” He then informed her his 
lady (who is a model of female virtue) 
had deſired him to ſettle an annuity 
upon our heroine, conditionally; that 
s, ſhe ſhould reform her life, and have 
no correſpondence with men, but that 
ſhe might marry if ſhe' choſe it. She 
readily agreed to the conditions, and 
an annuity of two hundred a year was 
ſettled upon her. | 


Since that time her amours and in- 
trigues are at an end; the world are: 
divided in their opinion, whether or no 
che is married, and we can aſſure them 


ſhe 
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ſhe is, to a man who is deſerving the 


beſt of wives, which ſhe makes. 


Here then we muſt finiſh our hiſtory, 
and lay down our pen, after having 
faithfully, and as far. as came to our 
knowledge, given the memoirs of one 
of the moſt extraordinary women that 
ever appeared upon the theatre of gal- 
lantry. One, whoſe natural diſpoſition 
was not vicious, but who, having made 
a falſe ſtep, found many obſtacles to 
return into the path of virtue—who 
was neither avaricious, luxurious, or 
debauched, further then neceſſity o- 
bliged, but animated with ſentiments 
that would have adorned a much more 
worthy and exalted ſtation. Ever 
grateful, humane, charitable, and gene- 
rous : ſhe practiſed more virtues than 


half her ſex—and yet fer a ſingle vice, in- 
| continence, 
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<ontinence, expelled the band of virtu- 
ous ſociety. 


Reader, if thou art a female, learn 
from theſe ſheets how to avoid the 
ſnares and deceits of mankind ; who, 
though born to protect, live but to un- 
do you; and that there are ſtill greater 
monſters of your own ſex, who, with- 
out any other incentive than baſe lucre, 
are frequently the moſt inſtrumental in 
your ruin. If theſe memoirs ſhould 
be the means of ſaving only one inno- 
cent girl from deſtruction, this would 
give them a greater merit than any the 
author claims from their production; 
and for the ſame reaſon, Charity, which 
is one of Fanny's greateſt virtues, will 
induce her to approve this publication. 
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